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Introduction 
This report presents the findings of a survey entitled, ‘21st Century Faith,’ which was distributed to more than 4,000 clergy, pastors, 

ministers and faith leaders in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. The survey is part of a wider research project undertaken by 

the Irish School of Ecumenics (ISE), Trinity College Dublin, entitled: ‘Visioning 21st Century Ecumenism: Diversity, Dialogue and 

Reconciliation.’ This project is funded by the Irish Research Council for the Humanities and Social Sciences (IRCHSS). 

The research project was inspired by ISE’s desire to mark the centenary of the 1910 Missionary Conference in Edinburgh, which is 

regarded as the beginning of the modern ecumenical movement. We saw the upcoming 100th birthday of ecumenism as an opportunity 

to ‘audit’ or ‘take stock’ of religious diversity on the island of Ireland, including (but not limited to) perceptions of ecumenism and 

levels of ecumenical activity. We wanted to think about how ecumenism has moved on from its origins – both internationally and on 

the island of Ireland – and to identify its current priorities. Given the changing contexts in both the Republic and Northern Ireland, we 

were in search of insights around what we consider core questions, put simply as: How are churches and faith communities responding 

to increased immigration and ethnic and religious diversity? Ten years after the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement, do churches and faith 

communities see ‘reconciliation’ as a priority and if so, what are they doing about it? And, finally, does ecumenism matter today?  

The information presented in this report sheds some light on what clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders in the Republic of Ireland 

and Northern Ireland think about those core questions, and raises new ones besides. (We also conducted a companion survey of 

laypeople, the results of which are presented in a separate report.) We see this information as a starting point for discussion – with 

people of all faiths and none – about these questions. We are grateful to the leaders who took the time to take our survey for getting 

that discussion started.  

We posted our survey online and we prioritized asking clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders to complete it online. It went live on 

15 April 2009 and was closed on 31 July 2009. It was supported with 4,005 direct email or postal requests, of which we received 710 

usable responses (overall response rate 18%). We sent 2698 requests via email and received 555 usable responses (email response rate 

21%) and 1307 requests via post and received 155 usable responses (postal response rate 12%). The response rates will be discussed in 

more detail below. Here we say simply that the response rates were highest among Methodists (33%), Other Religions (24%) and 

Church of Ireland clergy (22%). 

We open this report with a short summary of the key findings. This is followed by sections with more detailed analysis of the data.  
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Summary of Key Findings 

Immigration & Diversity 

 79% of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole (70% in the Republic and 93% in Northern Ireland) 

reported that less than 10% of their religious community had immigrated within the last ten years. Those in the category of 

‘Other Christians’ were most likely to have immigrants within their ranks – 8% of Other Christians reported more than 90% 

of their faith community had immigrated in the last ten years. 

 29% of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole (32% in the Republic and 27% in Northern Ireland) 

have done something to accommodate ethnic minorities in the last 12 months. 

 44% of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole (38% in the Republic and 41% in Northern Ireland) 

have never done something to accommodate ethnic minorities. 

 54% of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole (53% in the Republic and 55% in Northern Ireland) 

have preached or taught on immigration, diversity, or ‘welcoming strangers’ in the last 12 months. 

 15% clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole (19% in the Republic and 11% in Northern Ireland) 

reported using the native languages of ethnic minorities in the last 12 months. 

Reconciliation  

 Clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole (as well as in the Republic and Northern Ireland) think it is 

most important to preach and teach about reconciliation between individuals and God; and reconciliation between individuals. 

 Clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole and in the Republic are more likely to preach and teach 

about reconciliation between people of different ethnicities or nationalities than on reconciliation between Catholics and 

Protestants. 

 Clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole (as well as the Republic and Northern Ireland) were least 

likely to preach and teach about reconciliation between people of different religions and reconciliation between different 

religions. But 78% of those from Other Religions had preached or taught on those themes in the last 12 months.  

 50% of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole had accessed resources on reconciliation in general. 

The most likely to have done so were Church of Ireland (59%) and Methodist (58%) ministers.  

 52% of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole said their denomination or wider religious 

community had provided them with adequate training or resources for promoting reconciliation. 

 Leaders from Other Religions were most likely to say they had been provided with adequate training or resources for 

promoting reconciliation (89%), followed by Methodists (63%) 

 Other Christian ministers and Church of Ireland clergy were least likely to say they had been provided with adequate training 

or resources for promoting reconciliation (31%). 
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 Most clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole (as well as in the Republic and Northern Ireland) 

think it is appropriate to spend 11-25% of their time per year preaching and teaching on reconciliation. But they also report 

that they do not spend as much time preaching and teaching on reconciliation as they would like. 

Ecumenism 

 When asked about what ecumenism includes, the most popular option on the island as a whole was Interchurch Dialogue 

between Catholics and Protestants, followed by Good Civic Relations between Catholics and Protestants. 

 When asked about ecumenism, the Christian respondents prioritized options including ‘Catholics and Protestants’ rather than 

options including ‘Other Religions.’ The most popular choice for Christians including Other Religions was ‘Good Civic 

Relations with Other Religions.’ This was ranked fifth among the 13 options respondents could select from on the island as a 

whole. 

 When asked about ecumenism, interchurch communion/shared Eucharist between Catholics and Protestants was the least 

popular choice among clergy in the Republic and Roman Catholics. It was most popular among Methodists, where it was 

ranked seventh of 13.  

 The most prevalent form of ecumenical involvement is ‘local ecumenical activities’, with 59% on the island as a whole (56% in 

the Republic and 63% in Northern Ireland) taking part. Methodists (80%) are the most likely to engage in local ecumenical 

activities, while the least likely are Other Christians (41%). 

 The next most prevalent form of ecumenical involvement is ‘local ecumenical bodies’, with 42% on the island as a whole 

(36% in the Republic and 50% in Northern Ireland) involved. This is followed by international/national ecumenical activities 

(22% on the island as a whole, 23% in the Republic, and 21% in Northern Ireland) and international/national ecumenical 

bodies (19% on the island as a whole, 19% in the Republic and 20% in Northern Ireland). Methodists are the most likely to 

participate in all these categories, while Roman Catholics are the least likely.  

 40% of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole think it is appropriate to spend less than 10% of 

their time per year on ecumenical activities. But 68% of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole 

actually spend this amount of their time per year on ecumenical activities. As with reconciliation, some clergy are not spending 

as much time on ecumenical activities as they think appropriate. 

 On the island as a whole, 67% reported that their denomination or wider faith community’s perception of ecumenism was 

positive (70% in the Republic and 61% in Northern Ireland). Methodists (90%) and Other Religions (89%) reported the most 

positive conceptions of ecumenism. 

 Only 18% of Presbyterians thought their denomination’s perception of ecumenism was positive, while 42% thought it was 

negative and 29% were unsure. 

 Denominations as a whole were perceived as more positive about ecumenism than leaders’ own congregations – except for in 

the Presbyterian Church. 



  

 

 Trinity College Dublin 8 

21st Century Faith – Results of the Survey of Faith Leaders 

By Dr Gladys Ganiel, Irish School of Ecumenics, Trinity College Dublin 

 Despite these quite positive perceptions of ecumenism, responses to open-ended questions about ecumenism revealed a great 

deal of suspicion and cynicism about the term, both from ‘opponents’ and ‘supporters’ of ecumenism. Some suggested 

abandoning the term altogether. 

Other Issues 

 In Northern Ireland, 68% of clergy identified themselves as evangelical (91% of Methodists and Presbyterians, 58% of Other 

Christians and of Church of Ireland, and 39% of Roman Catholics). In the Republic, 45% identified themselves as evangelical 

(86% of Presbyterians, 75% of Methodists and of Other Christians, 42% of Church of Ireland, and 35% of Roman Catholics). 

This was a much higher rate of self-identification as evangelical, than we expected.  

 Using open-ended questions, we asked clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders to identify other issues of importance for 

their faith communities. This generated a wide range of responses, from confronting secularism, dealing with the effects of the 

economic downturn, and thinking about new ‘models’ of ‘doing church,’ amongst others. 

 Throughout this report we try, as much as possible, to let the respondents speak for themselves. We include a range of 

quotations, drawn largely from the open-ended responses, which reveal the passion people felt about these issues and their 

range of emotions about the future – from cynicism and pessimism to optimism and hope. 
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About the Survey 
Our goal was to reach as many clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders in the Republic and Northern Ireland as we possibly could.1 

Research Assistant Therese Cullen compiled a database of email and postal addresses of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders, 

gathering this information from Denominational Directories, websites, and telephone directories. Eventually, our survey was 

distributed directly to 4,005 addresses, of which we received 710 usable responses (overall response rate 18%). We sent 2698 requests 

via email and received 555 usable responses (21% response rate) and 1,307 requests via post and received 155 usable responses (12% 

response rate). Those who responded to the email requests accessed the survey through a link that sent them directly to the on-line 

survey. We sent a follow-up email request to those who had not yet responded near the end of May, about six weeks after the initial 

request. Those who responded to the postal surveys sent them back to us in the mail, and Cullen entered these into the online survey 

system.  

The survey was confidential in that we did not ask clergy, pastors, ministers or faith leaders to provide their name or contact 

information. We did, however, provide a space where they could supply this information if they wished. 

The surveys included a range of questions, including open-ended questions, one-answer multiple choice questions, and questions where 

respondents could choose more than one option. Pilot tests indicated that the survey took about 20 minutes to complete. It was quite 

common, however, for respondents to skip questions, or to leave open-ended questions blank. Given that we wished to canvas as wide 

a range of views as possible, we counted all usable responses even from ‘incomplete’ surveys. So, for instance, if a respondent omitted 

the question about county of residence, we did not throw out this survey altogether. This meant, however, that such surveys could not 

be counted when we analyzed the data by the categories ‘Republic of Ireland’ and ‘Northern Ireland.’ Throughout this report, this 

explains why the sums of the Republic of Ireland (ROI) and Northern Ireland (NI) in some tables do not add up. Table 1 below shows 

the response rates by geographical location and denomination (email and postal surveys combined).2 

Table 1: Survey Response Rates 

 Whole 
Island 
  

ROI NI RCC   COI   PCI   Methodist   Other 
Christian   

Other 
Religions   

Response 
Rate 

17.7% 19.5% 16.9% 13.5% 22.0% 17.8% 32.7% 13.0% 23.7% 

 

Within the Republic of Ireland, 51% of the responses we received were from Roman Catholic clergy, followed by Church of Ireland 

(25%), Other Christians (13%), Methodists (4%), Presbyterians (4%), and Other Religions (4%). Table two below compares this to 

                                                           
1 We are aware of sensitivities around language of many of the terms used in this report. It is never our intention to cause offence, or to imply a particular standpoint 

by the words we use. That is why we have attempted to be inclusive in referring to this as a survey of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders in the hope that this 

will cover the terms that most churches or faith communities use for their leaders. Similarly, we refer to the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. When we write 

about the ‘whole island’ or the ‘island as a whole,’ we are referring to combined results from the Republic and Northern Ireland. We also use some abbreviations 

throughout, especially in tables. At times, ‘clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders’ is abbreviated to ‘clergy’ in tables, simply because this is the shortest word. 

Other abbreviations include ROI (Republic of Ireland), NI (Northern Ireland), RCC (Roman Catholic Church), COI (Church of Ireland) and PCI (Presbyterian Church in 

Ireland). In the actual survey itself, we used the terms ‘Roman Catholic’ and ‘Catholic’, for different questions. We are aware that for some people the use of ‘Roman’ 

before ‘Catholic’ can be contentious. However, when we asked people to choose a denomination we wrote ‘Roman Catholic,’ so as to avoid any confusion with other 

churches that at times use the term Catholic. In this report we also use both the terms ‘Roman Catholic’ and ‘Catholic.’ In no case are we implying that our institution, 

or ourselves personally, have a preference for either term.  

2 We follow the convention of rounding figures to the nearest whole number in the text, and to one decimal point in tables.   
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the Republic’s religious demography, as indicated by the 2006 Census Data.3 This purpose of this table is simply to provide additional 

context.   

Table 2: Comparison of Census Data and Responses, Republic of Ireland 

 Percentage of the Republic of 
Ireland Population by Religion 
(2006 Census) 

Clergy in Republic of Ireland who 
responded to Survey (percentage 
by denomination) 

Roman Catholic 86.8% 51.1% 

Church of Ireland 3.0% 25.4% 

Other Christian + Other Religion 3.3% 12.8% Other Christian + 4.4% Other 
Religion = 17.2% 

Methodist 0.3% 4.4% 

Presbyterian 0.6% 3.8% 

   

In Northern Ireland, 34% of the responses we received were from Church of Ireland clergy, followed by Presbyterians (28%), Roman 

Catholics (16%), Methodists (13%), Other Christians (7%) and Other Religions (2%).Table three below compares this to Northern 

Ireland’s religious demography, as indicated by the 2001 Census Data.4 Again, this simply provides context.  

 

Table 3: Comparison of Census Data and Responses, Northern Ireland 
 Percentage of Northern Ireland 

Population by Religion (2001 
Census) 

Percentage of Clergy in Northern 
Ireland who responded to Survey 

Church of Ireland 15.3% 34.2% 

Presbyterian 20.7% 27.9% 

Roman Catholic 40.3% 16.4% 

Methodist 3.5% 13.0% 

Other Christian 6.1% 6.7% 

Other Religions 0.3% 1.9% 

 

So our response rates were highest among Methodists (33%), Other Religions (24%) and Church of Ireland (21%) and lowest among 

Roman Catholics and Other Christians (13%). There may be any number of reasons for this, but one is methodological. As researchers, 

it was much easier for us to find contact information for clergy from Protestant denominations than for the Catholic Church, especially 

email addresses. Our main sources of contact information for clergy from all denominations were the denominational directories. These 

directories included either postal or email addresses, or both. Our preferred method of contact was email, and the Methodist, Church 

of Ireland and Presbyterian directories had more complete lists of email addresses than the Catholic directory. The Methodist directory, 

for example, provided emails for all its pastors. This meant that proportionately more survey requests went to Catholic clergy via the 

post. By its very nature a postal survey takes longer to complete and more effort to return than an online survey (writing usually takes 

longer than typing, it takes more effort to put a completed survey in the post than to click a submit button, etc.). This may have 

adversely impacted the return rate for Catholic clergy.  

                                                           
3 Source: Central Statistics Office Ireland, http://beyond2020.cso.ie/Census/TableViewer/tableView.aspx?ReportId=74640, retrieved on 31 August 2009.  

4 Source: CAIN, http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/ni/popul.htm#3, retrieved on 31 August 2009.  

http://beyond2020.cso.ie/Census/TableViewer/tableView.aspx?ReportId=74640
http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/ni/popul.htm#3
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We also have considered the possibility that the clergy most likely to take our survey are already ecumenically inclined. The email and 

postal requests, after all, came from the Irish School of Ecumenics, and clergy who are hostile or indifferent to ecumenism may therefore 

not have given our survey a second glance. This should be borne in mind when considering the results.  

On the other hand, the survey also asked clergy if they considered themselves evangelical Christians. The stereotypical image of 

evangelicals is that they are opposed to ecumenism. In Northern Ireland, 68% identified themselves as evangelical. Within the 

Methodist and Presbyterian churches in Northern Ireland, 91% of clergy identified themselves as evangelicals, followed by Other 

Christians and the Church of Ireland (58%), and Catholics (39%).  

In the Republic, 45% of all clergy identified themselves as evangelical. The most evangelical denomination in the Republic was the 

Presbyterians with 86% of clergy identifying with the term, followed by Methodists and Other Christians (both with 75%), the Church 

of Ireland (42%) and Catholics (35%).  

The number of self-identifying evangelicals among clergy in Northern Ireland and the Republic far exceeded our expectations. For 

instance, most estimates put the evangelical population of Northern Ireland’s Protestants at about 25%.5 The relatively high number of 

evangelical respondents among our clergy may indicate some or all of the following: clergy are more inclined than laypeople to identify 

as evangelical, evangelical clergy were more likely to respond to our survey than non-evangelical clergy, or clergy may interpret the 

term ‘evangelical’ quite loosely. What we mean by this is that estimates of evangelicalism by academic researchers are often based on 

strict criteria rather than self-identification, i.e. researchers categorize Christians as evangelicals if they agree to statements such as: you 

must have a ‘born again’ experience to be a Christian, the Bible is the inspired word of God, it is a Christian imperative to evangelize 

others, or Christ’s death and resurrection were actual historical events. But at the very least, the willingness of so many clergy to self-

identify as evangelical should give pause for thought. It could be that clergy and pastors in Northern Ireland and the Republic are more 

evangelical than has been supposed. In addition, with so many self-identified evangelical clergy and pastors willing to participate in a 

survey dealing with ‘ecumenism,’ they may not be as unwilling to engage with ‘ecumenism’ as has at times been assumed.  

Throughout the survey, most results are presented in the following categories: on the island as a whole, in the Republic, in Northern 

Ireland6, and among Catholics, Church of Ireland, Presbyterians, Methodists, Other Christians, and Other Religions. Most tables 

display percentages and the number ‘n’ – the actual number of respondents who answered a particular question. This allows the reader 

to see both the percentage and ‘how many’ respondents are in each category. The reader will notice the following trends: in general, 

fewer respondents answered all the questions the closer they got to the end of the survey (this ‘question fatigue’ phenomenon is quite 

common in surveys), and by the end of the survey the overall numbers of respondents especially for Presbyterians, Methodists, Other 

Christians and Other Religions is quite small.7  

Given these considerations, it is best to say that our survey results are indicative, rather than representative, of the thoughts, beliefs, 

practices, and so on, of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders in the Republic and Northern Ireland.  

                                                           
5 Claire Mitchell and James Tilley (2004) ‘The Moral Minority: Evangelical Protestants in Northern Ireland and Their Political Behaviour,’ Political Studies, 52(4): 585-

602. 

6 The figures for these three geographical categories should be read with caution, bearing in mind the differing response rates among the denominations.    

7 There could be a case for combining the results of the Presbyterian, Methodist and Other Christian responses (due to the overall small sample size). In this report, 

however, we have left these distinctions intact, believing they would be of interest to the readership. This also follows the convention of Porter’s (2008) report, which 

was dealing with similar sample sizes. See Fran Porter (2008) ‘Faith in a Plural Society: The Values, Attitudes and Practices of Churches in Protecting Minority 

Participation,’ Belfast: Centre for Contemporary Christianity in Ireland. 
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Opportunities and Challenges for Churches and Faith Communities 
Our survey reveals a variety of opportunities and challenges for churches and faith communities. Although our main research areas were 

diversity, immigration, reconciliation and ecumenism, we recognize that these are not the only issues facing churches and that many 

clergy responding to our survey would be more deeply engaged with other issues. To get a sense of clergy’s priorities and perceptions 

of their wider work, we asked two general, open-ended questions before moving to our questions about diversity, immigration, 

reconciliation and ecumenism. First, we asked, ‘What do you think are the greatest opportunities for churches and faith communities in 

Ireland and Northern Ireland in the years ahead?’ This was followed by the question, ‘What do you think are the greatest challenges for 

churches and faith communities in Ireland and Northern Ireland in the years ahead?’ 

In this and other parts of the report in which we discuss the answers to open ended questions, we supply examples and direct quotations 

from the surveys. These are meant to provide the reader with a sense of the range of responses to the questions, rather than to be 

representative of the responses.  

So, for the question about opportunities, some responses were pessimistic, bordering on despair: ‘Opportunities is not the word I 

would use’ (Roman Catholic, location omitted), ‘I don’t see any!’ (Roman Catholic, Co. Leitrim), ‘opportunities are few and far 

between’ (Church of Ireland, Belfast City), and ‘don’t know!’ were among the responses. Others identified opportunities in the ending 

of the Troubles, which they saw as opening the way for deeper engagement with others; or they identified opportunities in immigrants 

coming to Ireland and Northern Ireland, who they felt could invigorate the faith of Irish Christians. Other opportunities included 

greater involvement of laypeople and women (mention of women was often accompanied with the statement that women should be 

ordained);  the Credit Crunch/recession/collapse of the Celtic Tiger, which was seen as prompting people to re-think their values and 

turn to faith; the collapse of traditional church structures and the chance for new forms of church to be developed; a post-modern, 

post-Christian and secular humanist public milieu that is open to spiritual questions; an innate spiritual hunger within people in Ireland; 

increased interest in Celtic spirituality; the decline in church attendance creating communities of Christians who are really committed; 

youth with a passion for justice; the opportunity to use modern technologies; the chance for the church to lead the way on 

green/ecological issues; and the chance to bring lesbian, gay, bisexual and transsexual (LGBT) people into the church.  
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Here are some examples of ‘opportunities’ from those who responded to the surveys:  

TThhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  vviioolleennccee  wwhhiicchh  hhaass  eennccoouurraaggeedd  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  ccoommee  oouutt  ooff  tthheeiirr  gghheettttooss..  TThheerree  iiss  nnooww  aa  wwiilllliinnggnneessss  ttoo  sshhaarree  

aanndd  lliisstteenn  ttoo  ootthheerr  ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnssΩΩ  iiddeennttiittyy..    TThheerree  iiss  nnooww  aa  rreeaall  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  wwoorrkk  aass  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  nnoott  jjuusstt  aass  aa  

ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnss..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  LLoonnddoonnddeerrrryy//DDeerrrryy  

IInnfflluuxx  ooff  ffoorreeiiggnneerrss  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  mmaakkiinngg  uuss  aawwaarree  tthhaatt  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  iiss  bbiiggggeerr  tthhaann  IIrreellaanndd!!    ----    CCaatthhoolliicc,,  BBeellffaasstt  CCiittyy  

IImmmmiiggrraattiioonn  bbrriinnggss  ffrreesshh  cchhaalllleennggeess,,  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  ffoorr  llooccaall  cchhuurrcchheess  ttoo  ggrrooww  iinn  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  ggeenneerroossiittyy..  IImmmmiiggrraattiioonn  aallssoo  

bbrriinnggss  nneeww  iinnssiigghhttss,,  ppeeooppllee  aasskkiinngg  qquueessttiioonnss  aanndd  rreeqquuiirriinngg  aannsswweerrss..  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  lliivveess  bbeesstt,,  nnoott  wwhheenn  rruulliinngg  aass  tthhee  oonnllyy  

ooppttiioonn  aass  iinn  CChhrriisstteennddoomm,,  bbuutt  wwhheenn  ccoonnssttaannttllyy  cchhaalllleennggeedd  aanndd  eennrriicchheedd  bbyy  tthhee  rreeaalliittyy  ooff  ootthheerr  ffaaiitthhss,,  ootthheerr  ooppttiioonnss..  ςς  

PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  BBeellffaasstt  CCiittyy  

NNeeww  vviissiioonn::  lleessss  pprriieessttss,,  mmoorree  ffooccuusseedd  pprriieessttss..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  CCoorrkk  

AA  ssmmaalllleerr  ggrroouupp  ooff  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ppeeooppllee,,  wwhhoo  wwaanntt  ttoo  pprraaccttiissee  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh..  HHaallff--ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  iiss  ssoouull--ddeessttrrooyyiinngg..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  

CCoo..  SSlliiggoo  

TToo  bbrreeaakk  ddoowwnn  bbaarrrriieerrss  --  aass  CCaatthhoolliiccss  wwee  ssttiillll  aarreenn''tt  wweellccoommee  iinn  ssoommee  cchhuurrcchheess  --  hhooppeeffuullllyy  wwee  wwiillll  ssoooonn  pprraayy  aanndd  lleeaarrnn  

ttooggeetthheerr..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  AAnnttrriimm  

AA  ggrreeaatteerr  ggeenneerraall  ssppiirriittuuaall  hhuunnggeerr;;  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  iiggnnoorraannccee  aabboouutt  tthhee  tteenneettss  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  wwhhiicchh  mmaayy  eennaabbllee  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  hheeaarr  

iitt  ''ffrreesshh''..    GGrroowwiinngg  eeccuummeenniissmm..  ςς  MMeetthhooddiisstt,,  CCoo..  OOffffaallyy    

TThhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ffoorr  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  iiss  tthhee  aawwaakkeenniinngg  tthhaatt  iiss  hhaappppeenniinngg  dduuee  ttoo  tthhee  ssppeeccttrree  ooff  iittss  oowwnn  ddeemmiissee..  ςς  

CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  LLoonnddoonnddeerrrryy//DDeerrrryy  

II  wweellccoommee  tthhee  iinnccrreeaassiinnggllyy  ssttrroonngg  sseeccuullaarr  hhuummaanniissmm  bbeeccaauussee  II  tthhiinnkk  iitt  wwiillll  aallllooww  uuss  ttoo  ttrraannsscceenndd  tthhee  ffoooolliisshh  

""CCaatthhoolliicc//PPrrootteessttaanntt""  ddiicchhoottoommyy  aanndd  aaccttuuaallllyy  ffoorrmm  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  tthhaatt  eemmbbooddyy  tthhee  GGoossppeell  ((iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  mmeerreellyy  ssppeeaakkiinngg  ttoo  

tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ccoonncceerrnnss--  wwhhiicchh  iiss  hhooww  tthhee  aavveerraaggee  IIrriisshh  ppoosstt--CChhrriisstteennddoomm  cciittiizzeenn  sseeeess  uuss))..  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  KKiillddaarree  

CCoollllaappssee  ooff  ddyyssffuunnccttiioonnaall,,  iissoollaatteedd  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnaall  ssttrruuccttuurreess,,  aanndd  tthhee  ccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  ssppaaccee  ffoorr  ssoommeetthhiinngg  nneeww..  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  

DDuubblliinn  CCiittyy    

TToo  ccoonnnneecctt  wwiitthh  tthhee  uunn--cchhuurrcchheedd  tthhrroouugghh  ddooiinngg  cchhuurrcchh  iinn  aa  ddiiffffeerreenntt  wwaayy..  II  wwaass  ssttrruucckk  wwhheenn  II  hheeaarrdd  aa  ttaallkk  iinn  JJaannuuaarryy  ooff  aa  

ffeelllloowwsshhiipp  iinn  MMaanncchheesstteerr  wwhhiicchh  ooppeerraatteess  oonn  tthhee  bbaassiiss  ooff  ccoonnnneeccttiinngg  tthhrroouugghh  tteexxtt  aanndd  ee--mmaaiill..  TThheerree  aarree  aabboouutt  115500  iinn  tthhee  

ffeelllloowwsshhiipp,,  lliinnkkeedd  bbyy  aa  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  EEnnggllaanndd  mmiinniisstteerr,,  bbuutt  aass  ffaarr  aass  II  ccaann  ddiisscceerrnn,,  oonnllyy  mmaayybbee  aa  ddoozzeenn  ooff  tthheemm  mmeeeett  aatt  aannyy  

oonnee  ttiimmee  iinn  aa  hhoommee  oorr  ccaaffee..  IItt''ss  nnoott  aallwwaayyss  tthhee  ssaammee  ddoozzeenn  ooff  ccoouurrssee,,  ssoo  aallll  115500  wwoouulldd  kknnooww  eeaacchh  ootthheerr..  TThhiiss  iiss  oonnee  

eexxaammppllee  ooff  ddooiinngg  tthhiinnggss  ddiiffffeerreennttllyy!!!!  ςς  MMeetthhooddiisstt,,  CCoo..  FFeerrmmaannaagghh    

FFooccuussiinngg  oonn  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  ppeeooppllee..  EEmmpphhaassiiss  oonn  tthhee  mmeessssaaggee  aanndd  lleessss  oonn  tthhee  ssttrruuccttuurreess  aanndd  tthhee  cceennttrraall  ccoonnttrrooll  ssyysstteemmss..    

EEmmppoowweerriinngg  llaayy  ppeeooppllee,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  wwoommeenn..  OOnnllyy  lliipp  sseerrvviiccee  iiss  ppaaiidd  ttoo  llaayy  cchhuurrcchh,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  ttoo  wwoommeenn..  WWoommeenn  sshhoouulldd  bbee  

oorrddaaiinneedd..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  DDuubblliinn  CCiittyy    

TToo  lliivvee,,  llaauugghh  aanndd  ttoo  lloovvee  mmoorree  tthhaann  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddoo  nnoott  bbeelliieevvee..    ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn  
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TToo  ggeett  bbaacckk  ttoo  OOnnee  HHoollyy  CCaatthhoolliicc  aanndd  AAppoossttoolliicc  CChhuurrcchh  iinn  tthhee  uunniittyy  ooff  oouurr  ffaaiitthh,,  ddooccttrriinnee  aanndd  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  SSoonn  ooff  

GGoodd..  ςς  OOrrtthhooddooxx,,  BBeellffaasstt  CCiittyy  

TThhaatt  tthheeyy  mmaayy  bbee  oonnee  aass  JJeessuuss  aanndd  tthhee  FFaatthheerr  aarree  oonnee  --  ccff..  JJoohhnn  1177..    TThheerree  iiss  uunniittyy  aammoonngg  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  aallrreeaaddyy  iinn  mmaatttteerrss  

pprroo--lliiffee  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  ppuurrssuuiitt  ooff  ppeeaaccee  --  iiff  oonnllyy  tthhiiss  ccoouulldd  bbee  aacchhiieevveedd  iinn  tthhee  qquueessttiioonn  ooff  ffaaiitthh..  HHiissttoorryy  ccoonnffiirrmmss  tthhaatt  wwee  wweerree  

oonnee  bbeeffoorree  HHeennrryy  VVIIIIII  aappoossttaassiizzeedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  OOnnee  TTrruuee  CChhuurrcchh..  TThhee  PPrrootteessttaanntt  CChhuurrcchheess  hhaavvee  aallll  bbuutt  ddiissiinntteeggrraatteedd  aanndd  

eevveenn  ccoollllaappsseedd  iinn  CCoorrkk  CCoouunnttyy  dduuee  ttoo  aa  wweeaakknneessss  iinn  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  mmoorraallss..  TThheerree  iiss  aa  ggrreeaatt  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ffoorr  RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliiccss  ttoo  

rreebbuuiilldd  aa  ttrruuee  sseennssee  ooff  uunniittyy  aanndd  ppeeaaccee  iinn  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  aanndd  hhiiss  CChhuurrcchh..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  CCoorrkk  

AAss  aa  CCaatthhoolliicc,,  oouurr  ggrreeaatteesstt  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  iiss  ttoo  lliivvee  aass  bbeesstt  wwee  ccaann  aass  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  CCaatthhoolliicc  CChhuurrcchh  iinn  wwhhiicchh  ssuubbssiissttss  tthhee  

ffuullllnneessss  ooff  SSaallvvaattiioonn..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  WWeexxffoorrdd  

TToo  pprreesseenntt  aa  ppoossiittiivvee  iinnffoorrmmeedd  iimmaaggee  ooff  wwhhaatt  iitt  mmeeaannss  ttoo  bbee  aa  RReeffoorrmmeedd  EEvvaannggeelliiccaall  CChhrriissttiiaann  iinn  ttooddaayy''ss  iinnccrreeaassiinnggllyy  

sseeccuullaarr  wwoorrlldd..  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  AAnnttrriimm  

CCoonnssttaanntt  ffaaiitthhffuull  wwiittnneessss  ttoo  tthhee  uunniiqquueenneessss  ooff  CChhrriisstt  ffoorr  ssaallvvaattiioonn..  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  AAnnttrriimm  

TToo  ddiissccoovveerr  aanndd  uussee  aa  ffrreesshh  eeccuummeenniissmm  wwhhiicchh  rreeccooggnniisseess  uunniittyy  aass  bbeeiinngg  iinn  ddiivveerrssiittyy  wwiitthh  mmuuttuuaall  ssuuppppoorrtt..  ςς  MMeetthhooddiisstt,,  

DDuubblliinn  CCiittyy    

TToo  eessttaabblliisshh  uunniittyy  iinn  wwoorrkkiinngg  ffoorr  aa  ppeeaacceeffuull  wwoorrlldd,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  mmeeeettiinngg  wwiitthh  aallll  tthhoossee  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  jjooiinn  iinn  pprraayyeerr,,  ddiissccuussssiioonn  oorr  

aaccttiioonn  ttoo  pprroommoottee  ffrriieennddsshhiipp  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonnss  aanndd  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  tthhaatt  tthheerree  iiss  oonnllyy  oonnee  GGoodd,,  oonnee  hhuummaanniittyy  aanndd  

uullttiimmaatteellyy  oonnee  rreelliiggiioonn..  ςς  BBaahhaaΩΩii,,  CCoo..  SSlliiggoo  

When it came to identifying challenges, a Presbyterian from Co. Antrim noted that, ‘opportunities and challenges are two sides of one 

coin.’ Indeed, what some clergy identified as opportunities, other clergy identified as challenges.  Some of the challenges clergy 

identified were starkly put: ‘dying out!’ (evangelical, Co. Limerick) and ‘survival’ (Church of Ireland, location omitted). Other 

challenges included secularism/secularization; materialism; a secular media that is increasingly hostile to the churches; a perceived loss 

of the churches’ right to speak about moral issues in the public sphere; declining church attendance; increased indifference and apathy 

among the people; anger and apathy caused by the clerical sex scandals; aging congregations and an inability to attract young people to 

the churches; fewer priests and ministers – and those that remain coming under increasing time pressure; a lack of leadership or weak 

leadership; financial challenges, a largely un-churched population in need of evangelization; contributing to healing and/or dealing with 

the past (especially in Northern Ireland); engaging with immigrants; engaging with the LGBT community; and environmental issues. 

Here are some examples of ‘challenges’ from those who responded to the surveys, demonstrating a range of perspectives. For instance, 

in the first two examples, one minister sees welcoming people from the LGBT community as a challenge the church must meet by 

helping them to feel ‘embraced’, while the next minister sees it as a challenge to keep LGBT out of the ranks of the clergy: 

TToo  eemmbbrraaccee  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  aarree  ggaayy  eettcc..  ςς  UUnniittaarriiaann,,  BBeellffaasstt  CCiittyy  

GGaayy  cclleerrggyy  ttoo  ssoooonn  aappppeeaarr..  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  LLoonnddoonnddeerrrryy//DDeerrrryy  
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Other examples include: 

TThhee  CChhuurrcchheess  aarree  ssuuffffeerriinngg  aass  aa  rreessuulltt  ooff  ssccaannddaallss,,  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  aabbuussee  ooff  vvuullnneerraabbllee  yyoouunngg  ppeeooppllee..    IItt  wwiillll  ttaakkee  mmaannyy  yyeeaarrss  

ffoorr  ttrruusstt  ttoo  bbee  rreessttoorreedd..    TThhoossee  wwhhoo  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  lloovvee  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  aarree  ccaarrrryyiinngg  aa  bbuurrddeenn..    OOuuttrreeaacchh  iiss  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  iinn  tthhiiss  

aattmmoosspphheerree..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  WWiicckkllooww  

AAggggrreessssiivvee  pprroommoottiioonn  ooff  ''lliibbeerraall''  ppoolliicciieess//ddooccttrriinneess,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  oonn  sseexxuuaall  iissssuueess,,  wwhhiicchh  cchhaalllleennggee  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  bbiibbllee  

aanndd  aarree  ddiivviissiivvee..  PPoolliittiiccaall  CCoorrrreeccttnneessss  aanndd  tthhee  hhiiddddeenn  ddaannggeerrss  ooff  lliimmiittaattiioonn  ooff  ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff  eexxpprreessssiioonn  bbrroouugghhtt  aabboouutt  bbyy  

hhuummaann  rriigghhttss  lleeggiissllaattiioonn;;  ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg  aanndd  eennttrreenncchheedd  sseeccttaarriiaanniissmm..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  AArrmmaagghh  

FFoorr  pprriieessttss  aanndd  mmiinniisstteerrss  ttoo  rreeccllaaiimm  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ssppiirriittuuaall  lliivveess..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn    

  FFoorr  bbiisshhooppss  ttoo  lleett  ggoo  ooff  tthheeiirr  ppoowweerr  aanndd  ccoonnttrrooll..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn  

KKeeeeppiinngg  uupp  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  rreegguullaarr  wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss,,  ssuuiicciiddee  pprreevveennttiioonn,,  eeccoonnoommiicc  hhaarrddsshhiipp,,  ffuunnddrraaiissiinngg  ooff  mmiissssiioonn  aanndd  

mmaaiinntteennaannccee..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  TTyyrroonnee  

TThhee  oonnllyy  wwaayy  iiss  uupp!!    TToo  iimmpprroovvee  mmoorraallee  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  mmiinniisstteerrss..    LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  nneeeeddss  sseerriioouuss  wwoorrkk  aanndd  rreefflleeccttiioonn..  ςς  CCaatthhoolliicc,,  

CCoo..  DDoowwnn  

TToo  kkeeeepp  ffaaiitthh  aalliivvee  aanndd  rreelleevvaanntt  iinn  aann  iinnccrreeaassiinnggllyy  sseeccuullaarr  wwoorrlldd  wwhheerree  wwhhaatt  tthhee  mmeeddiiaa  ssaayy  iiss  ttaakkeenn  aass  ggoossppeell  ttrruutthh..  ςς  

CCaatthhoolliicc,,  BBeellffaasstt  CCiittyy    

TThhee  rreessiidduuaall  pprroobblleemmss  ccaauusseedd  bbyy  tthhee  ccoollllaappssee  ooff  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  CChhuurrcchh  wwhhiicchh  wwaasshheess  ooffff  oonn  ootthheerr  

ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnss  aanndd  ttrraaddiittiioonnss  wwhheetthheerr  wwee  lliikkee  iitt  oorr  nnoott..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn  

AAmmoonngg  tthhee  bbiigg  cchhaalllleennggeess  iiss  tthhee  oovveerrccoommiinngg  ooff  wwiiddeesspprreeaadd  pprreejjuuddiiccee  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  CChhuurrcchheess..  TThhiiss  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  bbaadd  

eexxppeerriieenncceess  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  lloossss  ooff  ccrreeddiibbiilliittyy  aass  GGoossppeell  bbaasseedd  ccoommmmuunniittiieess..  RRaacciiaall  pprreejjuuddiiccee  mmaayy  yyeett  rreeaarr  iittss  uuggllyy  

hheeaadd  aass  tthhee  eeccoonnoommyy  ggooeess  tthhrroouugghh  aa  ddeeeepp  ttrroouugghh..  TThhee  lloossss  ooff  ccuurrrreennccyy  ooff  tthhee  BBiibbllee  aanndd  aa  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  bbaassiiccss  ooff  tthhee  

ffaaiitthh..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn    

TThhee  oonnllyy  cchhaalllleennggee  ffaacciinngg  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  iiss  tthhaatt  ffrroomm  wwiitthhiinn..  FFrroomm  iittss  vveerryy  iinncceeppttiioonn  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  hhaass  pprrooccllaaiimmeedd  tthhee  ggoossppeell  iinn  

aa  mmuullttii--ffaaiitthh,,  mmuullttii--ccuullttuurraall  wwoorrlldd  ddoommiinnaatteedd  bbyy  aa  ffeeww  kkeeyy  llaanngguuaaggeess,,  tthhee  eexxiisstteennccee  ooff  aallll--ppeerrvvaassiivvee  eemmppiirreess  aanndd  ppaatttteerrnnss  

ooff  tthhoouugghhtt,,  aanndd  wwiitthh  ddiiffffeerriinngg  ooppiinniioonnss  oonn  ppeerrssoonnaall  aanndd  ppuubblliicc  mmoorraalliittyy..  TThhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  cchhaalllleennggee  ffoorr  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  iiss  nnoott  tthhee  

vvaarriiaabbllee  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  iinn  wwhhiicchh  iitt  eexxiissttss,,  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  cchhaalllleennggee  iiss  ttoo  lliivvee  aass  aa  SSppiirriitt  ffiilllleedd  ppeeooppllee,,  wwiitthh  vvaalluueess,,  bbeelliieeffss  aanndd  

mmoorraalliittyy  sshhaappeedd  bbyy  aann  eesscchhaattoollooggiiccaall  vviissiioonn..  IItt  iiss  ggooddlleessss  rreelliiggiioonn  tthhaatt  iiss  tthhee  cchhaalllleennggee  ffoorr  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh,,  nnoott  tthhee  sseeccuullaarr  

wwoorrlldd..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  LLoonnddoonnddeerrrryy//DDeerrrryy  

II  tthhiinnkk  tthhee  oonnggooiinngg  cchhaalllleennggee  ffoorr  tthhee  cchhuurrcchheess  iinn  IIrreellaanndd  iiss  ttoo  sstteepp  oouutt  ffrroomm  cceennttuurriieess--lloonngg  hhaabbiittss  ooff  ddeessiirriinngg  ppoowweerr;;  

ppoolliittiiccaall,,  ccuullttuurraall  aanndd  eeccoonnoommiicc..  TThhee  2211sstt  CCeennttuurryy  cchhuurrcchh  ccaann  oonnllyy  ssppeeaakk  ttoo  IIrreellaanndd  ((aass  aa  wwhhoollee  iissllaanndd))  aass  aa  ssuubbvveerrssiivvee  

pprreesseennccee  iinn  ssoocciieettyy,,  pprroopphheettiiccaallllyy  iinnccaarrnnaattiinngg  tthhee  BBiibblliiccaall  ppaassssiioonn  ffoorr  jjuussttiiccee  aanndd  eexxpprreessssiinngg  tthhee  ggrraaccee  ooff  GGoodd  iinn  aaccttiioonn  aass  

wweellll  aass  wwoorrdd,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  ttoo  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ggrroouuppss  wwhhoo  lleeaasstt  eexxppeecctt  uuss  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  tthheemm..  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  KKiillddaarree  
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TThhee  IIrriisshh  nneeeedd  ttoo  ffoorrggiivvee  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  lleeaaddeerrss..  TThheerree  wwiillll  bbee  aa  ggrreeaatt  ddeemmaanndd  ffoorr  iinncclluuddiinngg  cchhuurrcchh  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaann  eetthhiiccss  iinn  

sscchhoooollss  ccuurrrriiccuulluumm..  OOtthheerr  ssmmaallll  cchhuurrcchheess  wwiillll  cchhaalllleennggee  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  oonnee--ssiiddeeddnneessss  ooff  tthhee  CCaatthhoolliicc  CChhuurrcchh..  ςς  AAffrriiccaann  

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  CChhuurrcchh,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn    

BBeeiinngg  ccuullttuurraallllyy  rreelleevvaanntt  aanndd  aattttrraaccttiinngg  aanndd  kkeeeeppiinngg  yyoouunngg  ppeeooppllee  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  lleeaavvee  bbiinnggee--ddrriinnkkiinngg,,  ddrruugg  ttaakkiinngg  aanndd  ppuutt  

tthheeiirr  eenneerrggiieess  iinnttoo  eessttaabblliisshhiinngg  tthhee  KKiinnggddoomm  ooff  GGoodd  iinn  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy,,  iinnttoo  cchhaannggiinngg  iitt  ssoo  tthhaatt  ccoorrrruuppttiioonn  wwiillll  bbee  aa  tthhiinngg  ooff  

tthhee  ppaasstt  aanndd  wwee  wwiillll  bbee  kknnoowwnn  aaccrroossss  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  ffoorr  oouurr  ggeennuuiinnee  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy,,  ppeeaaccee  aanndd  jjuussttiiccee..  ςς  MMeetthhooddiisstt,,  GGaallwwaayy  CCiittyy    

WWee  nneeeedd  ttoo  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  bbeeiinngg  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  tthhaatt  ffoollllooww  tthhee  wwaayy  OOFF  JJeessuuss  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  bbeeiinngg  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  tthhaatt  bbeelliieevvee  tthhiinnggss  

AABBOOUUTT  JJeessuuss..    EEmmbbeeddddeedd  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  llaatttteerr  aarree  ttrriibbaall  iiddeennttiittyy  aanndd  sseeccuurriittyy;;  oouurr  ''nneeiigghhbboouurr''  tteennddss  ttoo  bbee  tthhoossee  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  

cchhuurrcchh  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    RReecceenntt  pprroojjeeccttss  lliikkee  HHaarrdd  GGoossppeell  aarree  pprrooddddiinngg  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  iinn  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ppllaacceess..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  

CCoo..  TTiippppeerraarryy    

AA  wwiilllliinnggnneessss  ttoo  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhee  mmeeaanniinngg  bbeehhiinndd  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  ootthheerr  rreelliiggiioonn  wwhhiicchh  aarree  nnoott  yyoouurr  oowwnn..    TToo  rreeccooggnniissee  

tthhaatt  yyoouurr  oowwnn  rreelliiggiioonn  iiss  nnoott  tthhee  oonnllyy  ppaatthh  oorr  tthhee  uullttiimmaattee..  ςς  BBuuddddhhiisstt,,  CCoo..  CCaavvaann  

TThhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  cchhaalllleennggee  ffoorr  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  hheerree  iinn  IIrreellaanndd,,  iiss  mmaakkee  ssuurree  wwee  ddoonn''tt  mmaakkee  tthhee  mmiissttaakkee  mmaaddee  bbyy  ootthheerr  ccoouunnttrriieess  

wwhheenn  tthheeyy  iiggnnoorreedd  nneewwllyy  aarrrriivveedd  ffoorreeiiggnn  ffaaiitthh  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  aanndd  kkeepptt  aappaarrtt  ffrroomm  tthheemm..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  LLaaooiiss  

IInn  tthhee  RReeppuubblliicc  ooff  IIrreellaanndd  tthheerree  iiss  aa  ggrreeaatt  ddeeaall  ooff  bbuurriieedd  hhaattrreedd  ddiissgguuiisseedd  aass  ttoolleerraannccee..    TThhee  cchhuurrcchheess  ooff  aallll  ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnss  

nneeeedd  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  ttoo  wwoorrkk  ttooggeetthheerr  aanndd  ssttoopp  sstteerreeoottyyppiinngg  eeaacchh  ootthheerr..    TThheerree  iiss  aa  mmaarrkkeedd  lleevveell  ooff  ddiivviissiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  

ddiiffffeerreenntt  PPrrootteessttaanntt  ggrroouuppiinnggss  iinn  tthhee  RReeppuubblliicc  ooff  IIrreellaanndd  tthhaatt  iiss  nnoott  aass  mmaarrkkeedd  iinn  NNoorrtthheerrnn  IIrreellaanndd..  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  

OOffffaallyy    

TThhee  ddeecclliinnee  iinn  aatttteennddaanncceess  aanndd  hhooww  wwee  rreeaacchh  wwoorrkkiinngg  ccllaassss  ppeeooppllee  aanndd  tthhee  yyoouunngg;;  aallssoo  hhooww  rreelleevvaanntt  iiss  oouurr  wwoorrsshhiipp..  ςς  

MMeetthhooddiisstt,,  BBeellffaasstt  CCiittyy    

PPrreesseennttiinngg  tthhee  GGoossppeell  aass  rreelleevvaanntt..  WWee  nneeeedd  ttoo  lliisstteenn  ttoo  ootthheerrss  aatt  aa  mmuucchh  ddeeeeppeerr  lleevveell  aanndd  wwee  mmuusstt  mmoovvee  ffrroomm  tthhee  

pprreesseennttaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  aass  ccoonncceerrnneedd  wwiitthh  aacccceeppttaannccee  oorr  nnoonn--  aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  ddooccttrriinnee  aanndd  cchhaalllleennggee  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  ttrraavveell  

ttooggeetthheerr  oonn  aa  jjoouurrnneeyy..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn    

  

TToooo  mmaannyy  bboorriinngg,,  bbaaddllyy  pprreeaacchheedd,,  aanndd  lliiffeelleessss  cceelleebbrraattiioonnss,,  wwiitthh  oovveerrwwoorrkkeedd  mmiinniisstteerrss  &&  ppaassssiivvee  ppeeooppllee..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  

BBeellffaasstt  CCiittyy    

The opportunities and challenges presented here provide some perspective on the depth and breadth of the concerns of clergy, pastors, 

ministers and faith leaders in the Republic and Northern Ireland – as well as the emotions they feel when thinking about them. Beyond 

the more narrow concerns of our project, they help to identify directions for possible future research. These issues also are part of the 

context in which clergy are dealing with the issues of immigration, diversity, reconciliation and ecumenism, to which we now turn.  
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Immigration and Diversity 
This part of the survey was designed to gather information about diversity within religious communities, as well as the ways in which 

religious communities are responding to it. First, we asked clergy what percentage of their congregation or faith community had 

immigrated within the last ten years. By far the largest category chosen was ‘less than ten percent,’ with 70% in the Republic and 93% 

in Northern Ireland (79% combined) selecting this option.  

Considering the island as a whole (Republic of Ireland + Northern Ireland), Table 4 breaks this question down by the four largest 

denominations, Other Christians, and Other Religions. Amongst these groups, the Other Christians have the most immigrants within 

their ranks, with 8% reporting more than 90% of their congregation having immigrated within the last ten years and 10% reporting 76-

90% of their congregation having immigrated within the last ten years (n8=63). This likely reflects the preference of some immigrants 

for independent, evangelical, Pentecostal/charismatic congregations.  

Table 4: Congregation/Faith Community: % Immigrated in the Last Ten Years 
 Less than 

10% 
11-20% 21-40% 41-50% 51-60% 61-75% 76-90% More 

than 
90% 

Island as a 
whole 
(n=613) 

79.1% 8.7% 4.6% 1.6% 1.1% 1.8% 1.1% 2.0% 

Republic of 
Ireland 
(n=357) 

70.0% 10.6% 7.3% 2.8% 1.7% 2.5% 2.0% 3.1% 

Northern 
Ireland 
(n=234) 

93.1% 5.6% 0.9% 0.0% 0.0% 0.4% 0.0% 0.0% 

Roman 
Catholic 
(n=242) 

84.3% 8.7% 2.1% 0.8% 1.2% 0.4% 0.0% 2.5% 

Church of 
Ireland 
(n=166) 

85.0% 9.6% 3.6% 0.6% 0.0% 0.6% 0.0% 0.6% 

Presbyterian 
(n=80) 

88.8% 2.5% 6.3% 1.3% 1.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Methodist 
(n=49) 

77.6% 8.2% 6.1% 2.0% 2.0% 2.0% 2.0% 0.0% 

Other 
Christian 
(n=63) 

39.7% 11.1% 11.1% 7.9% 1.6% 11.1% 9.5% 7.9% 

Other 
Religions 
(n=13) 

61.5% 23.1% 7.7% 0.0% 0.0% 7.7% 0.0% 0.0% 

 

                                                           
8 When we refer to ‘n’, this means the actual number of respondents who answered the question (the achieved sample).   
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We then asked clergy if they had done anything to accommodate ethnic minorities in their congregation over periods of time (within 

the last 12 months, the last 1-2 years, the last 3-5 years, the last 6-10 years, more than 10 years ago, never, never but would consider 

doing so). On the island as a whole, 29% had done something within the last 12 months, 15% had never done so, and 30% had never 

done so but would consider it. In the Republic, 32% had done so within the last 12 months, 13% had never done so, and 25% had 

never done so but would consider it. In Northern Ireland, 27% had done so within the last 12 months, 14% had never done so, and 

37% had never done so but would consider it.  

Considering the island as a whole (Republic of Ireland + Northern Ireland), Table 5 breaks this question down by the four largest 

denominations, Other Christians, and Other Religions. The most likely to have done something to accommodate ethnic minorities 

within the last 12 months are the Other Religions, followed by Other Christians and Methodists. Other Religions and Other Christians 

are, of course, more likely to have higher percentages of ethnic minorities within their ranks (if it can be assumed that the categories 

within higher percentages of immigrants in their faith communities have higher percentages of ethnic minorities as well).  

Table 5: Action to Accommodate Ethnic Minorities, By Denomination or Wider Faith Community9 

 In the last 12 months Never Never, but would 
consider doing so 

Roman Catholic (n=209) 31.1% 15.3% 21.1% 

Church of Ireland 
(n=146) 

20.6% 17.8% 42.5% 

Presbyterian (n=75) 25.3% 14.7% 37.3% 

Methodist (n=41) 34.2% 4.9% 31.7% 

Other Christian (n=57) 36.8% 8.8% 19.3% 

Other Religions (n=9) 44.4% 22.2% 22.2% 

 

We also asked clergy to provide examples of what they had done, that was out of the ordinary, to accommodate ethnic minorities. 

Examples included assisting with asylum claims/tribunal hearings; financial support for accommodation, education, transportation or 

other needs; assistance in finding jobs; translation of bibles, sermons, or other reading materials; providing English language classes, 

conducting open air religious services in areas where ethnic minorities live; visiting Chinese takeaways with religious materials; 

organizing cultural evenings in which people share food and customs from their native lands; inviting ethnic minorities to take part in St 

Patrick’s Day celebrations; visiting their homes; organizing special welcoming committees or parish groups; encouraging prayer during 

worship services in native languages; using the music and dance from immigrants’ home countries in religious services; helping children 

settle into schools; use of church buildings, halls and car parks; and including special sections for newcomers on congregational 

websites. Some clergy remarked that such activities should not be considered out of the ordinary – for them, these were the ‘ordinary’ 

works of charity with which Christians should be engaged. For example: 

II  ddoonn''tt  tthhiinnkk  tthheeyy  aarree  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  oorrddiinnaarryy,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  wwee  hhaavvee  ssttaarrtteedd  RRoommaanniiaann  SSeerrvviicceess,,  wwee  eevveenn  bbrroouugghhtt  ZZaammffiirr,,  aa  

ffaammoouuss  RRoommaanniiaann  ppaann  fflluuttiisstt,,  ttoo  ddoo  aa  ssppeecciiaall  ccoonncceerrtt..    WWee  hhaavvee  PPoorrttuugguueessee  aanndd  RRuussssiiaann  BBiibbllee  ssttuuddyy  ggrroouuppss..  WWee  aallssoo  hhaavvee  

ssppeecciiaall  mmuussiiccaall  iitteemmss  iinn  CChhuurrcchh  SSeerrvviicceess  ffrroomm  ddiiffffeerreenntt  eetthhnniicc  ggrroouuppss  iinn  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  llaanngguuaaggee..  ςς  SSeevveenntthh  DDaayy  AAddvveennttiisstt,,  

DDuubblliinn  CCiittyy    

                                                           
9 The numbers in this table do not add up to 100% because we have omitted the categories of 1-2 years, 3-5 years, 6-10 years and more than 10 years due to space 

constraints and the fact that we were most interested in the categories of the last 12 months, never, and never but would consider doing so. This convention is 

practiced in some of the other tables that follow as well.  
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And: 

IInnvviittiinngg  nneeww  iinnddiivviidduuaallss//ffaammiilliieess  ttoo  mmyy  hhoommee  ttoo  sshhaarree  ddiinnnneerr..    OOffffeerriinngg  mmyy  hheellpp  iiff  tthheeyy  nneeeedd  iitt  ii..ee..  ffiinnddiinngg  wwoorrkk,,  

iinnttrroodduucciinngg  tthheemm  ttoo  ootthheerr  ccoommmmuunniittyy  mmeemmbbeerrss,,  aassssiissttiinngg  tthheemm  ttoo  iimmpprroovvee  tthheeiirr  EEnngglliisshh..  TThheenn  aaggaaiinn,,  tthhiiss  iiss  nnoott  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  

oorrddiinnaarryy..  TThhiiss  iiss  vveerryy  oorrddiinnaarryy  CChhrriissttiiaann  bbeehhaavviioouurr..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  DDuubblliinn  CCiittyy    

On the other hand, some clergy indicated that it was difficult or would be difficult to accommodate ethnic minorities in their areas. For 

example:  

[[WWee  hhaavvee  ddoonnee]]  vveerryy  lliittttllee  aass  iitt  ddooeessnn''tt  rreeaallllyy  aappppllyy  iinn  oouurr  aarreeaa..  TThhee  nnuummbbeerrss  ccoommiinngg  hheerree  aarree  mmiinniissccuullee..  WWhhyy??  TThheeyy  

wwoouulldd  bbee  ''rruunn  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  ppllaaccee''  oorr  lliiffee  wwoouulldd  bbee  mmaaddee  ddiiffffiiccuulltt..  TThhaatt  iiss  aa  vveerryy  ssaadd  ffaacctt..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn    

And:  

TThheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  aatttteenndd  tthhee  cchhuurrcchheess  wwhheerree  II  aamm  pprreesseennttllyy  bbaasseedd..  TThhiiss  iiss  aa  ddeeeepp  rruurraall  aarreeaa  II  wwoorrkk  iinn  wwiitthh  nnoo  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ffoorr  

ppoolliiccyy..  ii..ee::    AAfftteerr  II  ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy  iinnvviitteedd  yyoouunngg  ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthhee  ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonn  ttoo  iinnvviittee  aa  ffrriieenndd  aalloonngg  ttoo  aa  FFaammiillyy  ssttyyllee  wwoorrsshhiipp  

sseerrvviiccee,,  II  wwaass  ttoolldd  ''ddoonn''tt  ddoo  tthhaatt..  MMoosstt  ppeeooppllee  kknnooww  wwhhiicchh  ggrroouupp  ((ddeennoommiinnaattiioonn))  tthheeyy  bbeelloonngg  ttoo..ΩΩ  TThhee  iimmpplliiccaattiioonn  bbeeiinngg  

tthhaatt  tthhiiss  wwoouulldd  ccaauussee  ttrroouubbllee  wwiitthh  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  aatttteennddeeeess..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  FFeerrmmaannaagghh    

AAnnootthheerr  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  hhee  ffaacciilliittaatteedd  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  eetthhnniicc  mmiinnoorriittyy  ggrroouuppss  bbeeccoommiinngg  ppuuppiillss  aatt  ppaarriisshh  sscchhooooll  ddeessppiittee  ooppppoossiittiioonn..  ςς  

CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  WWeexxffoorrdd    

We then asked what positions ethnic minorities held within their faith communities. Respondents were provided with a list, and could 

tick as many options as they liked.  These results document a range of positions held, with ‘Other’ the most popular in the Republic and 

on the island as a whole. In Northern Ireland, the most popular option was ‘none,’ which probably in part reflects the fewer number of 

ethnic minorities in Northern Ireland. Table 6 summarises the responses.  

Table 6: Frequency of Positions Held By Ethnic Minorities 
 Whole Island Republic of Ireland Northern Ireland 

Other 111 83 25 

None  95 47 40 

Teacher of Children 88 62 22 

Lay Eucharistic Minister 68 55 11 

Clergy/Pastor/Primary 
Leader 

57 44 11 

Teacher of Adults  49 39 9 

Elder 36 28 7 

Lay Preacher 32 27 4 

 

Not counting those who responded ‘none,’ the most popular positions by denomination were: Roman Catholic (Other, 60), Church of 

Ireland (Other, 18), Presbyterian (Other, 9), Methodist (lay preacher, 10), Other Christian (Teacher of Children, 26), and Other 

Religions (Teacher of Adults, 5). Within the ‘Other’ category, some of the main options listed were: Choir members, musicians, youth 

workers, committee members, readers, lectors, church wardens, prayer group leaders and members, care givers, catechetical work, 

evangelists, deacons, leadership positions in parish schools, secretaries, and treasurers.  
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We then asked if they had preached or taught on immigration, diversity, or ‘welcoming strangers’ over periods of time (within the last 

12 months, the last 1-2 years, the last 3-5 years, the last 6-10 years, more than 10 years ago, never, never but would consider doing 

so). On the island as a whole, 54% had done so within the last 12 months, 8% had never done so, and 11% had never done so but 

would consider it. In the Republic, 53% had done so within the last 12 months, 9% had never done so, and 8% had never done so but 

would consider it. In Northern Ireland, 55% had done so within the last 12 months, 5% had never done so, and 16% had never done so 

but would consider it. Denominationally, Presbyterians were the most likely to have preached on these themes in the last 12 months 

(63%), followed by Roman Catholics (56%) and Other Christians (51%). Methodists were the least likely never to have preached on 

these themes, with only 2% indicating ‘never.’  

Table 7: Percentage preached or taught on immigration, diversity or welcoming strangers 
 In the last 12 months Never Never, but would 

consider doing so 

Island as a whole (n=558) 53.8% 7.5% 11.3% 

Republic of Ireland 
(n=319) 

52.7% 8.8% 7.8% 

Northern Ireland (n=219) 54.8% 5.5% 16.4% 

Roman Catholic (n=217) 56.2% 7.8% 4.6% 

Church of Ireland 
(n=157) 

49.0% 8.9% 14.0% 

Presbyterian (n=76) 63.1% 5.3% 9.2% 

Methodist (n=44) 47.7% 2.3% 27.2% 

Other Christian (n=55) 50.9% 7.3% 16.4% 

Other Religions (n=8) 37.5% 25.0% 37.5% 

 

Clergy were then given the opportunity to provide examples of how they had preached or taught about this. A Church of Ireland 

minister in Co. Dublin responded, ‘you would have to go out of your way to avoid it if you are preaching on the Gospel!’ Others 

supplied examples of specific stories, texts, special occasions or holy days including: Race Relations Sunday, Christian Aid Week, Jesus 

"the stranger" on the road to Emmaus, Immigrant Sunday, St Patrick’s Day (specific reference is made to St Patrick as a slave and 

immigrant), special series during Lent (including the Church of Ireland’s Hard Gospel Lenten Series on the Good Samaritan), Feast of 

the Epiphany, Christmas (the holy family as refugees), Philip and the Ethiopian, Moses in Egypt, John 4, referring to Peter in Acts 10 as 

reaching over dividing wall in his relationship with Cornelius, Matthew 25:35-36, Hebrews 13, the Book of Ruth (Ruth as a foreigner), 

the early church in Acts and its diversity in growth, the Church 21 Programme, material produced by the Race Relations Panel of the 

Presbyterian Church, the Seventh-day Adventist Church’s Diversity Strategy called ‘Growing Together’, the Jewish tradition of 

welcoming stranger and loving your neighbour/enemy/outsider, the welcome for the Prodigal Son, examples from Thomas Merton, 

examples from Jean Vanier and the L’Arche Community, and the Do This In Memory Programme for First Penance & First Eucharist.  

There also were examples in which clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders applied biblical or scriptural themes to difficulties faced 

by ethnic minorities and immigrants today, including: 

PPrreeaacchheedd  aabboouutt  jjuussttiiccee  iinn  aanndd  oouuttssiiddee  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ppllaaccee,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  wwiitthh  rreennttss  aanndd  aaccccoommmmooddaattiioonn..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  AArrmmaagghh  

II  ssppookkee  oouutt  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  tteerrrriibbllee  eevveennttss  iinn  oouurr  nneeiigghhbboouurriinngg  ttoowwnn  wwhheerree  aa  BBuullggaarriiaann  ffaammiillyy  wwhheerree  vviiccttiimmiisseedd..  PPrreeaacchheedd  ttoo  

tthhee  OOrraannggee  OOrrddeerr  aabboouutt  cceelleebbrraattiinngg  ddiivveerrssiittyy..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  AAnnttrriimm    
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MMoosstt  rreecceenntt  ooccccaassiioonn  wwaass  iinn  tthhee  ccoonntteexxtt  ooff  eeccoonnoommiicc  ddeecclliinnee,,  ppooiinnttiinngg  oouutt  tthhaatt  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ccoommee  ffrroomm  eellsseewwhheerree,,  

ddoonnee  jjoobbss  tthhaatt  nnoobbooddyy  eellssee  wwaanntteedd  ttoo  ddoo,,  aanndd  ppaaiidd  tthheeiirr  ttaaxxeess,,  wweerree  eennttiittlleedd  ttoo  ""aa  ppllaaccee  aatt  tthhee  ttaabbllee""  nnooww,,  wwhheenn  tthhiinnggss  

aarree  lleessss  pprroossppeerroouuss..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  WWiicckkllooww  

The comments of some clergy indicate that they see these as a fairly urgent task in their local situations: 

MMaatttthheeww  2255  ((wweellccoommiinngg  tthhee  ssttrraannggeerr))  iiss  vveerryy  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ttoo  mmee,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  aass  oonnee  ooff  mmyy  cchhuurrcchheess  hhaass  aa  hhaabbiitt  ooff  ggeettttiinngg  rriidd  

ooff  ssttrraannggeerrss..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  AAnnttrriimm    

WWeellccoommiinngg  tthhee  ''aalliieenn''  aanndd  eennssuurriinngg  tthheeiirr  fflloouurriisshhiinngg  iiss  aa  bbiigg  tthheemmee  iinn  HHeebbrreeww  SSccrriippttuurreess..    II  pprreeaacchh  ffaaiirrllyy  oofftteenn  oonn  tthhiiss  ttoo  aa  

ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonn  ssoommee  ooff  wwhhoomm  eemmppllooyy  PPoolliisshh  oorr  ootthheerr  EEaasstteerrnn  EEuurrooppeeaann  nnaattiioonnaallss,,  yyeett  aarree  nnoott  wweellccoommiinngg  ttoo  tthheemm  wwhheenn  

tthheeiirr  cchhiillddrreenn  ccoommee  ttoo  oouurr  sscchhooooll..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  TTiippppeerraarryy    

We then asked about the use of the native languages of ethnic minorities in religious services over time (within the last 12 months, the 

last 1-2 years, the last 3-5 years, the last 6-10 years, more than 10 years ago, never, never but would consider doing so). On the island 

as a whole, 15% had done so within the last 12 months, 42% had never done so, and 29% had never done so but would consider it. In 

the Republic, 19% had done so within the last 12 months, 40% had never done so, and 24% had never done so but would consider it. 

In Northern Ireland, 11% had done so within the last 12 months, 43% had never done so, and 36% had never done so but would 

consider it. Denominationally, Methodists were the most likely to have used the native languages of ethnic minorities in the last 12 

months, with 35% reporting that they had done so, followed by Other Christians (27%) and Other Religions (25%).  These results are 

summarized in Table 8.  

Table 8: Percentage used native languages of ethnic minorities  
 In the last 12 months Never Never, but would 

consider doing so 

Island as a Whole 
(n=557) 

15.3% 41.8% 29.3% 

Republic of Ireland 
(n=317) 

19.2% 40.0% 24.3% 

Northern Ireland (n=219) 11.4% 43.4% 36.1% 

Roman Catholic (n=219) 16.9% 46.6% 23.3% 

Church of Ireland 
(n=153) 

7.2% 49.0% 34.6% 

Presbyterian (n=78) 9.0% 34.6% 39.7% 

Methodist (n=43) 34.9% 27.9% 25.6% 

Other Christian (n=55) 27.3% 21.8% 29.1% 

Other Religions (n=8) 25.0% 50.0% 25.0% 

 

Finally, we asked clergy to reflect on the most positive and challenging aspects of minorities’ contributions to congregational life. A 

Methodist in Dublin City responded simply: ‘We wouldn’t exist without them.’ A Seventh Day Adventist minister in Dublin City said: 

‘Congregations that were once small are now overflowing with people, energy and life.  They bring an eagerness to be involved and 

new ideas.’ Other positive aspects mentioned were the enthusiasm, energy, involvement and vitality that immigrants were bringing to 

local congregations; the way in which minorities had opened the minds of Irish people to the wider world; providing a vision of the 

universal church; the presence of more children (especially in aging Irish congregations); and immigrants’ prayerfulness and willingness 
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to believe in the supernatural, including miracles. Some ministers provided examples of how they saw minorities’ enhancing the faith of 

their congregations: 

TThhee  CCaatthhoolliiccss  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  ccoommee  hheerree  ffrroomm  ootthheerr  ccoouunnttrriieess  hhaavvee  bbrroouugghhtt  aa  vveerryy  vviibbrraanntt  ffaaiitthh..  OOuurr  bbiiggggeesstt  eetthhnniicc  ggrroouupp  aarree  

tthhee  PPoolliisshh..  TThhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  hhaass  rroouusseedd  tthhee  zzeeaall  ooff  oouurr  oowwnn  llooccaall  CCaatthhoolliiccss..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  CCoorrkk  

TThhee  PPoolliisshh  aanndd  AAffrriiccaann  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  eennjjooyy  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  ffaarr  mmoorree  tthhaann  tthhee  IIrriisshh  ddoo  aanndd  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  tthheessee  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  

hhaavvee  hhaadd  aa  ppoossiittiivvee  iimmppaacctt  oonn  tthhee  ffaammiilliieess  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aarree  ffrriieennddllyy  wwiitthh..  IIrriisshh  cchhiillddrreenn  aarree  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ttoo  tteellll  uuss  aabboouutt  JJeessuuss  

ddyyiinngg  ttoo  ssaavvee  eevveerryybbooddyy  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  ttaallkk  aabboouutt  EEaasstteerr  EEggggss..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  WWaatteerrffoorrdd  

MMaannyy  bbrriinngg  rriicchh  ffaaiitthh  wwhhiicchh  rreebbuukkeess  tthhee  aallmmoosstt  ''sseeccuullaarr''  ffaaiitthh  ooff  WWeesstteerrnn  CChhrriissttiiaannss..  SSoommee  aallssoo  bbrriinngg  eexxuubbeerraannccee  ttoo  

pprraaiissee  aanndd  wwoorrsshhiipp,,  oofftteenn  llaacckkiinngg  iinn  tthhee  wweesstt..  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  LLoouutthh  

At the same time, some ministers resisted thinking of thinking of ethnic minorities as a ‘group’: 

WWee  ddoonn''tt  vviieeww  eetthhnniicc  mmiinnoorriittiieess  aass  aa  ggrroouupp  wwiitthh  aa  sshhaarreedd  sseett  ooff  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss..  TThheerree  iiss  tthhee  ppaassssiioonnaattee  pprraayyeerr  wwaarrrriioorr  

wwhhoo  hhaappppeennss  ttoo  bbee  ffrroomm  BBeeiijjiinngg..  TThheerree  iiss  tthhee  llaaddyy  ggiifftteedd  wwiitthh  hhoossppiittaalliittyy  wwhhoo  iiss  ffrroomm  JJaakkaarrttaa..  TThheerree  iiss  tthhee  ffoorrmmeerr  

eexxeeccuuttiivvee  iinn  aa  gglloobbaall  ccoommppaannyy  wwhhoo  ttaakkeess  ccaarree  ooff  oouurr  ffiinnaanncceess..  BByy  tthhee  nnaattuurree  ooff  bbeeiinngg  aa  nneeww  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann  cchhuurrcchh  iinn  tthhee  

RReeppuubblliicc  ooff  IIrreellaanndd  wwee  aarree  aa  ddiivveerrssee  ggrroouupp..  IItt  iiss  bbeesstt,,  ppaassttoorraallllyy  aanndd  mmiissssiioollooggiiccaallllyy,,  ttoo  aavvooiidd  ggeenneerraalliisseedd  ssttaatteemmeennttss  

aabboouutt  ggrroouuppss..  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  KKiillddaarree  

This example reflects a desire expressed by some clergy not to ‘ghettoize’ immigrants, but rather to build congregations that are at the 

same time united and diverse. 

On the other hand, clergy identified a number of challenges associated with ethnic minorities and immigrants. These included the 

language barrier, racism, emotional fatigue (‘many demanding needs and support.  A fairly weak congregation giving out a lot’ – 

Presbyterian, Co. Dublin), timekeeping, different attitudes towards children’s behavior in church (some observed that their children 

were too noisy during services), devising liturgies and worship services that make both newcomers and long-time members feel 

welcome, overcoming racism and common prejudice, the transient nature of immigrants who move frequently for work, a perceived 

‘clannishness’ or shyness among immigrants, dealing with the difficult economic circumstances of many immigrants, and conflicts 

between different ethnic groups. Some of the comments revealed negative experiences of interaction with newcomers: 

SSoommee  ppeeooppllee  ffeeeell  tthheeyy  aarree  hheerree  ttoo  lliivvee  oonn  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  ccaann  ggeett  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssttaattee..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  GGaallwwaayy  

AAfftteerr  uussiinngg  oouurr  pprreemmiisseess  iitt  ttooookk  ttwwoo  ddoozzeenn  ppeeooppllee  sseevveerraall  hhoouurrss  ttoo  cclleeaann  uupp  aanndd  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  ccoommmmiitttteeee  wwiillll  nnoott  hhaavvee  tthheemm  

bbaacckk..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  AAnnttrriimm    

TThheeyy  hhaavvee  bbrroouugghhtt  nneeww  iiddeeaass  wwhhiicchh  ssoommeettiimmeess  sseeeemm  ttoooo  aammbbiittiioouuss  aanndd  ggrraannddiioossee..  ςς  HHuummaanniisstt,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn  

In other examples, clergy say it has been difficult convincing local communities to welcome immigrants: 

OOvveerrccoommiinngg  tthhee  ''WWhheenn  iinn  RRoommee  ddoo  aass  tthhee  RRoommaannss''  ppeerrssppeeccttiivvee  ooff  tthhee  mmoorree  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiivvee  mmeemmbbeerrss..  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  

DDuubblliinn    



  

 

 Trinity College Dublin 23 

21st Century Faith – Results of the Survey of Faith Leaders 

By Dr Gladys Ganiel, Irish School of Ecumenics, Trinity College Dublin 

BBrriinnggiinngg  ppeeooppllee  oonn  bbooaarrdd..  SSoommee  ppeeooppllee  lleefftt  tthhee  ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonn  aass  aa  rreessuulltt  ooff  tthhee  iinncclluussiivvee  ppoolliiccyy..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  

CCoorrkk  

HHiiddddeenn  pprreejjuuddiicceess  ooff  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  bbeelliieevvee  ssuucchh  ssttrraannggeerrss  iinn  oouurr  mmiiddsstt  aarree  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  ttaakkiinngg  ""oouurr""  jjoobbss  oorr  ""ffrreeee--llooaaddiinngg""  

oonn  wweellffaarree  aatt  aa  ttiimmee  ooff  eeccoonnoommiicc  ddoowwnn--ttuurrnn..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  LLiimmeerriicckk  CCiittyy    

Others, such as this Catholic from Belfast City, lamented their own limitations: ‘I cannot minister very effectively - can only smile, & 

speak & pray in English.’ 

On the other hand, some ministers reported that their experience of newcomers had been overwhelmingly positive, with one saying 

that the immigrants were ‘no greater challenge than the rest of us!’ (Catholic, Co. Kilkenny). Some explained that they had not thought 

of the issue in terms of challenges, as this minister reported: 

II  ddoonn''tt  tthhiinnkk  iitt''ss  rreeaallllyy  aann  iissssuuee..    BBuutt  hhaavviinngg  ddoonnee  tthhiiss  ssuurrvveeyy  II''llll  ttaallkk  ttoo  hheerr  aabboouutt  ppaarrttiicciippaattiinngg  mmoorree  ffuullllyy  iinn  wwaayyss  wwiitthh  

wwhhiicchh  sshhee  mmiigghhtt  ffeeeell  ccoommffoorrttaabbllee  ......  aanndd  tthhaatt  ccoouulldd  ooppeenn  uupp  nneeww  ppoossssiibbiilliittiieess  ffoorr  uuss..  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  llooccaattiioonn  oommiitttteedd    

Summary of Findings on Immigration & Diversity and Questions Raised 
The responses to our questions about immigration and diversity are open for interpretation. Research from other multiethnic contexts 

indicates that people of different ethnic groups enjoy better relationships within congregations when the leaders of the congregation 

preach and teach on ethnic/racial harmony as an expression of godliness, when minorities share leadership positions with majority 

ethnic groups, and when a variety of languages are used in worship services.10 So on the one hand, the vast majority of 

congregations/faith communities on the island (80%) have fewer than 10% of recent immigrants in their midst. 30% of clergy, pastors, 

ministers and faith leaders report doing something to accommodate them, while 44% never have. 50% have preached or taught on 

immigration/diversity/welcoming strangers, and immigrants and ethnic minorities hold a range of positions within faith communities. 

But only about 15% have used immigrants or ethnic minorities’ native languages in religious services.  

What do these percentages tell us about congregations and faith communities in the Republic and Northern Ireland? What can the 

various comments from the clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders tell us about what multiethnic faith communities are really like in 

the Republic and Northern Ireland today? Are our congregations and faith communities responding adequately to immigrants and ethnic 

minorities?  

  

                                                           
10 Gladys Ganiel (2008) ‘Is the Multiracial Congregation an Answer to the Problem of Race? Comparative Perspectives from South Africa and the USA,’ Journal of 

Religion in Africa, 38: 263 – 283; Gladys Ganiel (2007) ‘Religion and Transformation in South Africa? Institutional and Discursive Change in a Charismatic 

Congregation’. Transformation, 63: 1-22; Brad Christerson, Korie Edwards and Michael Emerson (2005) Against All Odds: The Struggle for Racial Integration in 

Religious Organizations. New York: New York University Press; Curtiss DeYoung, Michael Emerson, George Yancey and Karen Chai Kim (2003) United by Faith: The 

Multiracial Congregation as an Answer to the Problem of Race. Oxford: Oxford University Press; Michael Emerson and Rodney Woo (2006) People of the Dream: 

Multiracial Congregations in the United States. Princeton: Princeton University Press; George Yancey (2003) One Body, One Spirit: Principles of Successful Multiracial 

Churches. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books. 
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Reconciliation  
This part of the survey was designed to gather information about how clergy, pastors and faith leaders think about reconciliation. We 

opened by asking them to say, in a few short words, what reconciliation means to them. Since definitions of reconciliation are often 

contested, we wanted to provide people with this opportunity to let us know what was in their heads when they answered the other 

questions about reconciliation that would follow. Again, we received a range of responses. Some emphasized that reconciliation 

between individuals and God is the most important thing – from that all other forms of reconciliation follow. Others mentioned being 

at peace with God and people, mutual understanding, accepting difference, unity amid diversity, forgiveness, admission of sin, apology, 

making restitution, healing, and restoring relationships as essential to reconciliation. A Buddhist respondent said that rather than using 

the term reconciliation, she thought, ‘conscious connection to natural great peace might be a more appropriate term for a Buddhist.’ 

Here are more examples of the responses. These two reflect the emphasis on reconciliation between humans and God:  

RReeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  iiss  tthhee  oouuttssttrreettcchheedd  aarrmmss  ooff  CChhrriisstt  oonn  tthhee  CCrroossss,,  ccaalllliinngg  uuss  ttoo  eemmbbrraaccee  hhiimm,,  ttoo  bbee  aaddoopptteedd  iinnttoo  hhiiss  ffaammiillyy,,  

ttrreeaatteedd  aass  hhiiss  ssiibblliinngg  aanndd  eennjjooyyiinngg  hhiiss  pprreesseennccee  ffoorreevveerr..  TToo  tthhee  eexxtteenntt  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  PPaasscchhaall  rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  aaffffeeccttss  oouurr  lliiffee,,  wwee  

ccaann  ppoouurr  tthhiiss  lloovvee  wwee  hhaavvee  rreecceeiivveedd  oouutt  iinnttoo  tthhee  wwiiddeerr  wwoorrlldd,,  eemmbbrraacciinngg  oouurr  eenneemmiieess  aanndd  lloovviinngg  oouurr  ffooeess..  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  

CCoo..  KKiillddaarree    

11..  GGoodd  rreeccoonncciilleedd  ttoo  mmaannkkiinndd  iinn  tthhee  ccrroossss..    22..  BBeelliieevveerrss  rreeccoonncciilleedd  ttoo  oonnee  aannootthheerr..  33..  DDuuttyy  ttoo  pprroommoottee  rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  iinn  NN..II..  

rreeccooggnniizziinngg  aallll  hhaavvee  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo  ssoommee  ddeeggrreeee  ttoo  ddiisshhaarrmmoonnyy..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  BBeellffaasstt  CCiittyy    

These reflect some uneasiness about how the term reconciliation is used: 

IItt  mmeeaannss  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ddiiffffeerreenntt  tthhiinnggss..  TThhee  oonnlliinnee  ddiiccttiioonnaarryy  ddeeffiinneess  iitt  aass  ""tthhee  pprroocceessss  ooff  mmaakkiinngg  ccoonnssiisstteenntt  oorr  

ccoommppaattiibbllee""..  IItt  ccaann  aallssoo  mmeeaann  rreessttoorraattiioonn  ttoo  hhaarrmmoonnyy  aanndd//oorr  rreenneewwaall  ooff  ffrriieennddsshhiipp..  IInn  aa  NNoorrtthheerrnn  IIrreellaanndd  ccoonntteexxtt  iitt  iiss  

oofftteenn  uusseedd  iinn  aa  wwaayy  tthhaatt  mmeeaannss  tthhee  aabbaannddoonnmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  PPrrootteessttaanntt//UUnniioonniisstt//BBrriittiisshh  hheerriittaaggee  ooff  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  

ppeeooppllee  aanndd  ""rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn""  ttoo  tthhee  IIrriisshh//NNaattiioonnaalliisstt  ttrraaddiittiioonn..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  LLoonnddoonnddeerrrryy//DDeerrrryy    

NNoott  ssuurree  II  aaggrreeee  tthhaatt  rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  iiss  wwhhaatt  wwee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  llooookkiinngg  aatt,,  tthhee  ΨΨrreeΩΩ  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ssuuggggeessttss  tthhaatt  wwee  hhaavvee  

ssoommeewwhheerree  ttoo  ggoo  bbaacckk  ttoo..  TThhiinnkk  II  wwoouulldd  jjuusstt  wwaanntt  ttoo  llooookk  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  nneeww  wwaayyss  ooff  bbeeiinngg  ttooggeetthheerr..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  

IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  LLoonnddoonnddeerrrryy//DDeerrrryy  

These respondents conceived of reconciliation as people believing the same message: 

AAllll  bbeeiinngg  mmeemmbbeerrss  tthhee  vviissiibbllee  bbooddyy  ooff  CChhrriisstt  sshhaarriinngg  tthhee  ssaammee  FFaaiitthh,,  tthhee  ssaammee  SSaaccrraammeennttss  aanndd  tthhee  ssaammee  GGoovveerrnnaannccee  

uunnddeerr  PPeetteerr..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn    

RReeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  iiss  bbaassiiccaallllyy  tthhee  mmeessssaaggee  ooff  tthhee  GGoossppeell,,  ii..ee..  CChhrriisstt  ddiieedd  uuppoonn  tthhee  ccrroossss  ttoo  ppaayy  tthhee  pprriiccee  ffoorr  mmaann''ss  ssiinn  iinn  oorrddeerr  

tthhaatt  ssiinnffuull  mmaann  mmiigghhtt  bbee  bbrroouugghhtt  iinnttoo  ffeelllloowwsshhiipp  wwiitthh  GGoodd..    TThhee  BBiibbllee  ssttaatteess  tthhaatt  iitt''ss  oonnllyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  aarree  rreeccoonncciilleedd  ttoo  

GGoodd  wwhhoo  sshhaallll  bbee  wwiitthh  GGoodd  iinn  eetteerrnniittyy..  ςς  FFrreeee  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  DDoowwnn    

While these respondents conceive of reconciliation as people accepting and/or celebrating diverse beliefs: 

LLiivviinngg  oorr  rreeccoonnnneeccttiinngg  wwiitthh  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  wwoorrsshhiipp,,  vvoottee  oorr  sseeee  tthhiinnggss  ddiiffffeerreennttllyy  ttoo  oonneesseellff..  IItt  mmeeaannss  ttaakkiinngg  tthhee  iinniittiiaattiivvee  aass  

GGoodd  iinn  CChhrriisstt  hhaass  ddoonnee  wwiitthh  uuss..  IItt  rreeqquuiirreess  iinnssiigghhtt,,  hhaarrdd  wwoorrkk  aanndd  ppaattiieennccee..  ςς  MMeetthhooddiisstt,,  BBeellffaasstt  CCiittyy    
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UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  aanndd  rreessppeecctt  ffoorr  ootthheerr  ppeerrssoonn''ss  ssttaannccee----aanndd  rreeccooggnniittiioonn  tthheerree  mmaayy  bbee  ttrruutthhss  iinn  iitt  ffoorr  yyoouu..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  

IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  DDoowwnn    

TThhee  rreelliieeff  ooff  lleettttiinngg  ggoo  tthhee  ssttrreessss  ooff  nnoott  lliikkiinngg  ssoommeeoonnee;;  aanndd  tthhee  ddaawwnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  rreeaalliissaattiioonn  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ssoommeetthhiinngg  

iinntteerreessttiinngg  ttoo  tteeaacchh  mmee..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  AAnnttrriimm    

We followed this question by asking a series of questions about how often they preached or taught about reconciliation between various 

groups (between individuals and God, between individuals, between Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland, between Catholics 

and Protestants on the whole island, between different religions (i.e. Christian, Jewish, Hindu, Muslim, etc), between people of 

different religions (i.e. Christian, Jewish, Hindu, Muslim, etc), and between people of different ethnicities or nationalities over time 

(within the last 12 months, the last 1-2 years, the last 3-5 years, the last 6-10 years, more than 10 years ago, never, never but would 

consider doing so). 

Our respondents reported that within the last 12 months they had mostly preached or taught on reconciliation between individuals and 

God (84% on the whole island) and between individuals (82% on the whole island). These were by far the most popular groups on 

which they had preached or taught about reconciliation. On the island as a whole, 43% reported preaching or teaching on reconciliation 

between Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland. Within Northern Ireland, 66% preached or taught on reconciliation between 

Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland, while this figure fell to 26% for clergy in the Republic of Ireland. On the island as a 

whole, 44% reported preaching or teaching on reconciliation between Catholics and Protestants on the island as a whole. Within 

Northern Ireland, 51% preached or taught on reconciliation between Catholics and Protestants on the island as a whole, while this 

figure was 39% for clergy in the Republic of Ireland. 

Clergy were more likely to preach or teach on reconciliation between people of different ethnicities or nationalities than they were on 

reconciliation between Catholics and Protestants. On the island as a whole, 51% reported preaching or teaching on this topic (47% in 

the Republic and 53% in Northern Ireland. It is interesting here that a higher percentage of clergy in Northern Ireland preached on this 

topic, when there is more ethnic diversity in the Republic). Denominationally, Methodists were most likely to preach or teach on this 

topic within the last 12 months (68%), followed by Other Religions (67%), and Presbyterians (61%).  

Clergy were least likely to have preached or taught within the last 12 months on reconciliation between PEOPLE of different religions 

(39% on the whole island) and between different religions (30%). The most likely to have preached and taught on both of these themes 

are the faith leaders from Other Religions (78% in both categories). Amongst the Christian categories, Catholics were most likely to 

have preached on reconciliation between PEOPLE of different religions within the last 12 months (43%) and between different 

religions (41%). Strikingly, just 10% of Presbyterians had preached or taught on reconciliation between different religions – by far the 

lowest percentage here. These results are summarized in Table 9. 
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Table 9: Percentage preached or taught on reconciliation within the last 12 months: 
 Whole 

island  
ROI NI RCC COI PCI Meth Other 

Christian 
Other 
Religions 

Btw 
Individuals 
& God 

84.2% 
(n=568) 

82.0% 
(n=323) 

86.6% 
(n=224) 

86.6% 
(n=223) 

81.5% 
(n=157) 

89.9% 
(n=79) 

90.7% 
(n=43) 

73.2% 
(n=56) 

50.0% 
(n=8) 

Btw 
Individuals 

81.8% 
(n=559) 

79.9% 
(n=315) 

85.6% 
(n=222) 

84.8% 
(n=217) 

76.8% 
(n=155) 

89.9% 
(n=79) 

80.5% 
(n=41) 

72.7% 
(n=55) 

88.9% 
(n=9) 

Btw 
Catholics & 
Protestants 
in NI 

42.7% 
(n=518) 

25.9% 
(n=282) 

66.1% 
(n=215) 

37.2% 
(n=196) 

45.2% 
(n=146) 

62.9% 
(n=70) 

53.5% 
(n=43) 

23.1% 
(n=52) 

33.3% 
(n=9) 

Btw 
Catholics & 
Protestants 
whole 
island 

43.7% 
(n=519) 

39.1% 
(n=307) 

51.0% 
(n=192) 

41.4% 
(n=210) 

46.1% 
(n=141) 

53.7% 
(n=67) 

59.0% 
(n=39) 

19.2% 
(n=52) 

37.5% 
(n=8) 

Btw diff 
religions 

30.3% 
(n=531) 

31.1% 
(n=299) 

29.1% 
(n=213) 

41.1% 
(n=207) 

28.7% 
(n=150) 

9.6% 
(n=73) 

23.1% 
(n=39) 

19.6% 
(n=51) 

77.8% 
(n=9) 

Btw 
PEOPLE of 
diff 
religions  

39.1% 
(n=529) 

37.9% 
(n=298) 

41.4% 
(n=210) 

43.1% 
(n=202) 

36.0% 
(n=150) 

38.7% 
(n=75) 

35.0% 
(n=40) 

26.9% 
(n=52) 

77.8% 
(n=9) 

Btw people 
of diff 
ethnicities/ 
nationalities 

51.4% 
(n=527) 

46.9% 
(n=309) 

53.1% 
(n=179) 

49.5% 
(n=202) 

43.9% 
(n=148) 

60.8% 
(n=74) 

67.5% 
(n=40) 

47.2% 
(n=53) 

66.7% 
(n=9) 

 

We also asked clergy to indicate, using a scale from 1-5 (with 5 being the most important), how important they thought it was to 

preach and teach on reconciliation between these various groups. Table 10 shows what percentage of clergy chose ‘#5-very important’ 

for each of these categories.11 What this means is that the percentages shown in each box represent what percentage of people chose 

‘#5-very important’ for each of the categories of preaching and teaching on reconciliation between the various groups. 

The top two categories chosen as very important for all groups of clergy are ‘between individuals and God,’ and ‘between individuals.’ 

This reflects the amount of time spent teaching and preaching on these topics (see Table 9). On the island as a whole, in Northern 

Ireland, and among Roman Catholic, Church of Ireland, Presbyterian and Methodist clergy, the next most important category is 

reconciliation between Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland. In the Republic of Ireland and among Other Christians, the next 

most important category is reconciliation between people of different ethnicities and nationalities, while for Other Religions it is 

reconciliation between different religions. Reconciliation between different religions is the least important category on the island as a 

whole, in the Republic, in Northern Ireland and among clergy in the Roman Catholic, Presbyterian and Methodist churches. 

Presbyterians (13%) were the least likely to rate reconciliation between different religions as very important.  

                                                           
11 I have omitted the ‘n’ values for this table due to space restraints. These can be made available upon request.  
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Table 10: Percentage 7ÈÏ 4ÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÔ ÉÓ 6ÅÒÙ )ÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ 0ÒÅÁÃÈ Ǫ 4ÅÁÃÈ ÏÎ 2ÅÃÏÎÃÉÌÉÁÔÉÏÎ "ÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ȣ  
Whole 
Island 

ROI NI RCC COI PCI Meth Other 
Christian 

Other 
Religion 

Individuals 
& God 
(79.9%) 

Individuals 
& God 
(77.6%) 

Individuals 
& God 
(85.0%) 

Individuals 
& God 
(76.9%) 

Individuals 
& God 
(76.7%) 

Individuals 
& God 
(89.9%) 

Individuals 
& God 
(87.8%) 

Individuals 
& God 
(85.2%) 

Individuals 
& God 
(83.3%) 

Individuals 
(70.5%) 

Individuals 
(72.2%) 

Individuals 
(68.0%) 

Individuals 
(72.2%) 

Individuals 
(67.9%) 

Individuals 
(65.4%) 

Individuals 
(80.5%) 

Individuals 
(71.7%) 

Individuals 
(75.0%) 

Catholics/ 
Protestants 
in NI 
(39.1%) 

Diff 
ethnicities/ 
nationalities 
(37.7%) 

Catholics/ 
Protestants 
in NI 
(45.6%) 

Catholics/ 
Protestants 
in NI 
(44.6%) 

Catholics/ 
Protestants 
in NI 
(40.4%) 

Catholics/ 
Protestants 
in NI 
(31.9%) 

Catholics/ 
Protestants 
in NI 
(52.5%) 

Diff 
ethnicities/ 
nationalities 
(43.8%) 

Diff 
Religions 
(50.0%) 

Diff 
ethnicities/ 
nationalities 
(36.8%) 

Catholics/ 
Protestants 
whole island 
(33.8%) 

Diff 
ethnicities/ 
nationalities 
(35.4%) 

Catholics/ 
Protestants 
whole island 
(37.4%) 

Diff 
ethnicities/ 
nationalities 
(36.2%) 

Diff 
ethnicities/ 
nationalities 
(31.4%) 

Catholics/ 
Protestants 
whole island 
(52.5%) 

Diff 
Religions 
(22.0%) 

People of 
Diff 
Religions 
(44.4%) 

Catholics/ 
Protestants 
whole 
island 
(34.0%) 

Catholics/ 
Protestants 
in NI 
(33.7%) 

Catholics/ 
Protestants 
whole island 
(34.0%) 

Diff 
ethnicities/ 
nationalities 
(35.4%) 

Catholics/ 
Protestants 
whole island 
(35.3%) 

Catholics/ 
Protestants 
whole island 
(23.2%) 

Diff 
ethnicities/ 
nationalities 
(46.2%) 

Catholics/ 
Protestants 
whole island 
(20.4%) 

Diff 
ethnicities/ 
nationalities 
(33.3%) 

People Diff 
Religions 
(27.8%) 

People Diff 
Religions 
(27.8%) 

People Diff 
Religions 
(27.4%) 

People Diff 
Religions 
(34.4%) 

Diff 
Religions 
(25.3%) 

People Diff 
Religions 
(14.5%) 

People Diff 
Religions 
(32.5%) 

Catholics/ 
Protestants 
in NI 
(20.0%) 

 

Diff 
Religions 
(26.9%) 

Diff 
Religions 
(26.5%) 

Diff 
Religions 
(26.8%) 

Diff 
Religions 
(32.0%) 

People 
Diff 
Religions 
(24.8%) 

Diff 
Religions 
(13.0%) 

Diff 
Religions 
(31.6%) 

People 
Diff 
Religions 
(19.6%) 

 

 

Clergy also were asked to provide examples of any other preaching or teaching about reconciliation which they had done. Some 

expressed the view that preaching and teaching about reconciliation was normal: ‘Normal part of Catholic Catechism teaching and 

instruction’ (Catholic, Co. Laois), and ‘Normal and natural as it comes in bible passages’ (Presbyterian, Belfast City). They also had the 

chance to say if there were other groups between which they had preached or taught about reconciliation; or to name any special events 

which were devoted to teaching or preaching about reconciliation. Examples of other groups included: Between humans and the 

environment (a Methodist in Co. Down commented, ‘The reconciliation which needs to take place between humankind and 

creation......i.e. between ourselves and a physical world which we have exploited, abused and neglected’), between people of different 

sexual identities (a Unitarian in Belfast City commented: ‘Regret so far you make no reference to the inclusion of gay people; it is a 

serious gap in your survey’), between rich and poor, between rural and urban, between public and private sector, between the 

republican groups; between PSNI and breakaway republicans; between the grieving families of 'Hoods' and Victims of Hoodish 

behavior, within families, within marriages, within local communities, family feuds, ex-service people and families of victims in 

Northern Ireland, within Europe, with the government for equal treatment of the non-religious within schools, in schools, with those in 

prison, and within yourself (‘taming’ yourself, as a Buddhist respondent expressed it). 

Examples of events included: the Word of Life Group of Focalare, Alpha Courses, Penitential Services, children’s first confession, 

Christian Unity Week, During Advent and Lent, during the Sacrament of Reconciliation, during Novenas (a Roman Catholic in Co. 

Down commented: ‘Last November at a parish Novena, Rev. Ruth Patterson (Presbyterian) was invited to speak on this issue in 

Northern Ireland.  Excellent.’), in primary schools, in bible study groups (some of which are inter church), special inter faith services, 

inviting clergy from other denominations to preach in their parishes or congregations, sermon series on peacemaking using materials 
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from the Presbyterian Church, Remembrance Sunday, writing for journals, Bahá'í study circles, personal example, cross community 

prayer walks, developing ‘para-liturgies’ where people carry stones to represent their sins or washing their hands after confession, and 

special missions and retreats. 

It should be noted that some clergy used this space to express concern that we had included reconciliation between different religions in 

the survey. One wrote:  

II  ffeeeell  tthhiiss  qquueessttiioonn  ccoouulldd  bbee  mmiissccoonncceeiivveedd..  IIff  wwee  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  ccoommeess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ggoossppeell,,  tthheenn  tthhee  oouuttwwoorrkkiinngg  ooff  

tthhee  ggoossppeell  wwiillll  ddrriivvee  rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn..  WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  mmeeaann  bbyy  rreeccoonncciilliinngg  MMuusslliimmss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss??  IIff  iitt  iiss  nnoott  iinn  tthhee  ggoossppeell  --  iiss  

iitt  rreeaallllyy  rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn??  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  DDoonneeggaall    

And another said:  

MMyy  tteeaacchhiinngg  iiss  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  rreeccoonncciilleedd  ttoo  GGoodd  tthhrroouugghh  CChhrriisstt  aanndd  tthheenn  sshhoowwiinngg  lloovvee  ttoo  aallll..  WWhhiillee  II  aacccceepptt  tthheerree  aarree  tthhiinnggss  

ttoo  hheellpp  ccoommmmuunniittyy  rreellaattiioonnsshhiippss  wwhhiicchh  ccaann  bbee  ddoonnee,,  bbiibblliiccaall  rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  ccaann  oonnllyy  hhaappppeenn  wwiitthh  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hhoolldd  tthhee  ssaammee  

ttrruuee  ffaaiitthh..  WWee  hhaavvee  sseeeenn  tthhaatt  iinn  oouurr  oowwnn  ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonn  wwiitthh  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  lleefftt  tthhee  RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  hhaavvee  ccoommee  

ttoo  aa  ssaavviinngg  ffaaiitthh  iinn  CChhrriisstt  aanndd  wwhhoo  nnooww  hhoolldd  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  rroolleess  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh..  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  AAnnttrriimm    

Then, we asked clergy if they had accessed any resources on reconciliation. 50% of clergy on the entire island had accessed resources on 

reconciliation in general. Church of Ireland clergy (59%), followed by Methodists (58%) were the most likely to have done so. The 

next most popular category was resources on reconciliation in Northern Ireland, for which 38% of clergy on the entire island (56% in 

Northern Ireland and 26% in the Republic) had done so. Presbyterian clergy (54%) were most likely to have done so, followed by 

Methodists (51%). Resources on reconciliation on the entire island were accessed by 29% of clergy (31% in Northern Ireland and 26% 

in the Republic), with Church of Ireland (43%) and Methodists (41%) the most likely to do so. 

Leaders of other religions were the most likely to have accessed resources on reconciliation between different religions (43%), people 

of different religions (33%) and people of different ethnicities and nationalities (33%). Church of Ireland clergy were the next most 

likely to have accessed resources on reconciliation between different religions (32%), and between people of different religions (31%). 

Methodists and Church of Ireland were next most likely to have accessed resources on reconciliation between people of different 

ethnicities and nationalities (29%). Methodists were the least likely to have accessed resources on reconciliation between people of 

different religions (15%), while Other Christians (13%) and Methodists (16%) were the least likely to have accessed resources on 

reconciliation between different religions.  
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Table 11: Percentage accessed Resources on Reconciliation  
 Whole 

Island 
ROI NI RCC COI PCI Meth Other 

Christian 
Other 
Religions 

Reconciliation 
in General 

50.1% 
(n=539) 

48.5% 
(n=309) 

51.4% 
(n=208) 

47.4% 
(n=209) 

58.7% 
(n=150) 

50.0% 
(n=76) 

57.9% 
(n=38) 

32.1% 
(n=53) 

40.0% 
(n=10) 

In N. Ireland 37.9% 
(n=530) 

25.9% 
(n=305) 

55.6% 
(n=207) 

30.0% 
(n=210) 

44.8% 
(n=143) 

54.1% 
(n=74) 

51.3% 
(n=39) 

24.5% 
(n=53) 

10.0% 
(n=10) 

On entire 
island 

29.0% 
(n=520) 

26.1% 
(n=314) 

31.0% 
(n=203) 

21.0% 
(n=205) 

42.6% 
(n=148) 

34.8% 
(n=69) 

41.0% 
(n=39) 

8.2% 
(n=49) 

11.1% 
(n=9) 

Btw different 
religions 

25.5% 
(n=522) 

24.3% 
(n=300) 

26.2% 
(n=206) 

26.6% 
(n=203) 

32.2% 
(n=146) 

21.9% 
(n=73) 

15.8% 
(n=38) 

13.5% 
(n=52) 

42.9% 
(n=7) 

Btw PEOPLE 
diff religions 

26.0% 
(n=507) 

26.7% 
(n=307) 

24.5% 
(n=196) 

25.4% 
(n=193) 

30.6% 
(n=147) 

23.2% 
(n=69) 

15.4% 
(n=39) 

25.5% 
(n=49) 

33.3% 
(n=9) 

Btw diff 
ethnicities/ 
nationalities 

25.2% 
(n=508) 

26.2% 
(n=294) 

23.4% 
(n=197) 

21.7% 
(n=194) 

28.7% 
(n=143) 

25.4% 
(n=71) 

29.0% 
(n=38) 

21.6% 
(n=51) 

33.3% 
(n=9) 

 

We also asked clergy to provide examples of the resources which they had accessed. Examples of resources included: the Bible (some 

specifically said ‘only’ the Bible), internet resources (using Google or specific websites), materials produced for Christian Unity Week, 

special seminars, personal reading in books or newspapers, the writings of Thomas Merton, Corrymeela materials, materials from the 

Community Relations Council, materials or courses from the Irish School of Ecumenics, materials from Evangelical Contribution on 

Northern Ireland/Centre for Contemporary Christianity in Ireland, materials from the Church of Ireland’s Hard Gospel Project12, 

materials from the Presbyterian Church’s Peacemaking Programme, the writings of Miroslav Wolf, Furrow, Catholic Church Justice 

and Peace Resources, resources from the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission, materials from Northern Ireland Inter-

faith Forum, visiting clergy or ministers from other denominations, Writings of Popes John Paul II and Benedict, other papal 

documents, the work of the Interfaith Centre in Oxford, modules in the 'Common Purpose' Programme, the work of Jacques Dupuis, 

work done by the Redemptorist Community in Belfast, work by Robert Schrieter, the writing of Brian Lennon, materials from the US 

or from the Reformed Church in France, materials from Willow Creek Church in the US, Think Again, Christian Aid Materials, the 

Bhagavad Gita, the work of Richard Rohr, Embrace, materials distributed by Edgehill College, the work of Caroline Myers, Margaret 

Wheatley, Deepak Chopra, John O’Donohue, and Christian Mystics, materials produced by the Peace Education project of the Irish 

Council of Churches and the Peace and Justice Commission of the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland, the knowledge and expertise of 

people in their parishes or congregations, Raphoe Reconciliation Centre, Iona Community, books about Irish and British history, Tear 

Fund materials, materials in church magazines, the work of Fr. Jim McManus, the work of William Cavanaugh, Churches Together in 

Britain and Ireland, the work of Isaac Rottenberg, the work of  Samuel L. Canine, Renovare material, speeches by Rowan Williams, 

materials from the United Reformed Church and Church of Scotland, Inter Church Relations Board, Jesuit centre for faith and justice 

material, Intercom Magazine, Evangelical Alliance, Nelson Mandela, Bishop Romero, Taize Community, materials from the Glencree 

Centre for Reconciliation, The Catechism of the Catholic Church, Baha'i Writings, Mediation Northern Ireland, CTS pamphlets, 

Bishop Kaspar, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Healing the Hurts (Methodist Church), Christian Renewal Centre at Rostrevor, Material 

from African Enterprise, the work of Hamber and Kelly, the Asylum seekers council, philosophy of Emmanuel Levinas on the centrality 

of the 'other,' Martin Buber on the I-Thou relationship, and the Tablet, amongst others.  

                                                           
12  15% of Church of Ireland clergy reported accessing the Hard Gospel as a general resource on reconciliation.  
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The option to provide examples of resources they had accessed about reconciliation between different religions or people of different 

religions yielded some different responses, including: the inter faith forum of Belfast City Council, attending ‘non-Christian’ services and 

events, Tim Kinahan, Hans Kung, the Hard Gospel, Alan Race; the Unknown Christ of Hinduism, Raimundo Panikkar, The Unseen 

Face of Islam, Bill Musk, The reading list for the World Christianity and Interreligious Dialogue course of ISE, the Irish Council of 

Churches, WCC on dialogue & understanding between the faiths, statements of Vatican II regarding Non-Christian religions, Works by 

Bede Griffiths, Raymond Panikkar, the Koran, Thich Nhat Hanh, Karen Armstrong, Jack Kornfield, the Northern Ireland Inter Faith 

Forum, the book The Faiths of Ireland by Steven Skuce, attending courses on Tai Chi, Acupuncture, and Yoga, books such as "The 

Gagging of God" by D.A. Carson and Encountering Religious Pluralism by Harold Netland; Pope Benedict's writings, the ISE library, 

and meeting people through organizing events such as the Run for Unity, amongst other things. Examples of resources for 

reconciliation between people of different ethnicities and nationalities also produced some different responses, including:  the example 

of Martin Luther King Jr., Christianity Today magazine, Bible college training, the publication ‘Welcoming Angels,’ the Hard Gospel, 

New Internationalist magazine, Churches' Commission for Racial Justice, "Reading the Bible with the Damned" by Bob Ekblad, Embrace, 

Columba Centre in Maynooth, local ethnic forum publications, Trocaire, and the writings of Eric Voegelin, amongst other examples. It 

also should be noted that some clergy again used this opportunity to say that they thought reconciliation between different religions was 

inappropriate even to consider.  

Next we asked if clergy thought that their denomination or wider religious community had provided them with adequate training or 

resources for promoting reconciliation. On the island as a whole, 52% said yes, 24% said no, and 23% were unsure. By denomination 

or faith community, leaders from Other Religions were most likely to say that they had been provided with adequate training (89%), 

followed by Methodists (63%). The least likely to say they had been provided with adequate training were Other Christians and Church 

of Ireland (31% said no). Presbyterians were the most likely to choose ‘unsure,’ with 27% doing so. These results are summarized in 

Table 12. 

Table 12: Denomination or Religious Community has provided adequate training for promoting 

reconciliation 
 Whole 

Island 
(n=553) 

ROI 
(n=318) 

NI 
(n=215) 

RCC 
(n=213) 

COI 
(n=159) 

PCI 
(n=77) 

Meth 
(n=40) 

Other 
Christian 
(n=54) 

Other 
Religions 
(n=9) 

Yes 52.3% 50.0% 55.8% 54.5% 45.3% 54.6% 62.5% 46.3% 88.9% 

No 24.4% 24.8% 24.7% 21.1% 30.8% 18.2% 22.5% 31.5% 0.0% 

Unsure 23.3% 25.2% 19.5% 24.4% 23.9% 27.3% 15.0% 22.2% 11.1% 

  

We then asked how much time (as a percentage per year) clergy thought was appropriate to preach and teach about reconciliation.13 

The most commonly chosen category on the whole island was 11-25%, with 30% choosing this option (30% in the Republic and 31% 

in Northern Ireland). 11-25% was the most popular category for Methodists (46%), Other Christians (35%), Roman Catholics (31%) 

and Church of Ireland (29%). Other Religions and Presbyterians said it was appropriate to spend more time preaching and teaching 

about reconciliation. For Other Religions, 38% said it was appropriate to spend more than 75% of their time preaching and teaching 

about reconciliation. For Presbyterians, 21% chose 26-50%, with 18% each choosing more than 75% and 11-25%. However, the most 

popular category among Presbyterians was ‘unsure’ (23%). These results are summarized in Table 13.  

                                                           
13 A Catholic from Co. Carlow offered this comment when asked to identify ‘percentages’ associated with reconciliation and later, ecumenism: ‘It’s a way of being, not 

a percentage of time.’ This is an insightful comment, and a point taken. However, we hoped by asking about percentages of time we could gain some handle on how 

clergy prioritized (or not) reconciliation and ecumenism.  
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Table 13: Time Appropriate to Preach & Teach on Reconciliation  
 Whole 

Island 
(n=542) 

ROI 
(n=306) 

NI 
(n=215) 

RCC 
(n=210) 

COI 
(n=153) 

PCI 
(n=77) 

Meth 
(n=41) 

Other 
Christian 
(n=52) 

Other 
Religions 
(n=8) 

Less 
than 
10% 

17.0% 17.3% 16.7% 20.5% 17.0% 14.3% 7.3% 21.2% 25.0% 

11-25% 29.9% 30.1% 31.2% 31.4% 28.8% 18.2% 46.3% 34.6% 0.0% 

26-50% 16.8% 15.7% 18.1% 18.6% 16.3% 20.8% 14.6% 5.8% 25.0% 

51-75% 8.9% 8.8% 8.4% 9.1% 9.8% 5.2% 4.9% 11.5% 12.5% 

More 
than 
75% 

12.7% 10.5% 14.0% 7.6% 13.7% 18.2% 17.1% 13.5% 37.5% 

Unsure 14.8% 17.7% 11.6% 12.9% 14.4% 23.4% 9.8% 13.5% 0.0% 

 

We followed this with a question about how much time clergy actually spend preaching and teaching about reconciliation. On the island 

as a whole, in the Republic, and for most denominations, clergy spend less time preaching and teaching about reconciliation than they 

think is appropriate. For example, on the island as a whole the most popular category was less than 10% (32%), with 36% in the 

Republic choosing this category. On the island as whole, 28% said they preached and taught on reconciliation 11-25% of the time, 

lower than the 30% who thought this was the appropriate figure. In the Republic, 27%, said they preached and taught on reconciliation 

11-25% of the time, lower than the 30% who thought this was the appropriate figure. 

In Northern Ireland, the most popular category for actually preaching and teaching on reconciliation was 11-25%, with 31% choosing 

this option. 31% thought this was the appropriate amount of time.  

Other Religions and Presbyterians (who from the previous table placed the most emphasis on preaching and teaching about 

reconciliation), reported preaching and teaching on this topic more frequently than others – but again not as much as they hoped. While 

21% of Presbyterians thought it was appropriate to preach and teach on reconciliation 26-50% of the time, 17% actually did so. While 

18% thought it was appropriate more than 75% of the time, 13% actually did so. And while 18% thought it was appropriate 11-25% of 

the time, 23% chose this (lower) figure for the time they actually did so.  

These results were further confirmed when we isolated the clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders who said that they thought it was 

appropriate to spend 11-25% of their time preaching and teaching on reconciliation, and calculated how many actually spent that much 

time on reconciliation. Of those 162, 100 reported that this was the actual amount of time spent preaching and teaching on 

reconciliation. So, 62% of all clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as whole were able to match the 11-25% figure 

that they thought was appropriate with what they actually did, while 38% were not (32% reported spending less than 10% of their time 

on preaching and teaching about reconciliation). 

Results are summarized in Table 14.  
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Table 14: Time Actually Preach & Teach on Reconciliation 
 Whole 

Island 
(n=528) 

ROI 
(n=298) 

NI 
(n=210) 

RCC 
(n=205) 

COI 
(n=149) 

PCI 
(n=75) 

Meth 
(n=40) 

Other 
Christian 
(n=49) 

Other 
Religions 
(n=8) 

Less 
than 
10% 

32.4% 35.9% 28.1% 42.0% 32.9% 18.7% 22.5% 26.5% 25.0% 

11-25% 28.2% 26.9% 31.0% 28.3% 26.9% 22.7% 37.5% 36.7% 0.0% 

26-50% 13.5% 11.4% 16.2% 14.2% 12.1% 17.3% 12.5% 6.1% 37.5% 

51-75% 7.2% 7.1% 6.2% 7.8% 4.7% 6.7% 5.0% 14.3% 0.0% 

More 
than 
75% 

7.6% 6.7% 8.1% 2.4% 9.4% 13.3% 10.0% 8.2% 25.0% 

Unsure 11.2% 12.1% 10.9% 5.4% 14.1% 21.3% 12.5% 8.2% 12.5% 

 

We conclude this section on reconciliation with some samples of comments from the surveys, which express various ideas about 

reconciliation, and if or how best to promote it: 

PPrroobbaabbllyy  lliisstteenniinngg  ttoo  ppeeooppllee  ooff  ootthheerr  eetthhnniicciittiieess  iiss  mmoorree  iimmppoorrttaanntt  tthhaann  pprreeaacchhiinngg..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  DDoonneeggaall    

II  aallssoo  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  tthheerree  aarree  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  ddiiffffeerreenncceess  bbeettwweeeenn  CCaatthhoolliiccss  aanndd  PPrrootteessttaannttss,,  aanndd  wwoorrlldd  rreelliiggiioonnss,,  tthhaatt  ""lliivviinngg  aatt  

ppeeaaccee""  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreenncceess,,  aalllloowwiinngg  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  hhaavvee  ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff  ccoonnsscciieennccee  aanndd  ttoo  ppeeaacceeffuullllyy  ddiissaaggrreeee,,  iiss  mmoorree  

iimmppoorrttaanntt  tthhaann  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  wwoorrkk  ttoowwaarrddss  aa  ccoommmmoonn  uunniittyy,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  aaccttuuaallllyy  iinnttoolleerraanntt  ooff  ddiissaaggrreeeeiinngg..  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff  BBaappttiisstt  

CChhuurrcchheess  iinn  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  CCoorrkk  

SSoommee  tthhiinnggss  aarree  iimmppoorrttaanntt,,  bbuutt  nnoott  wwoorrtthh  pprreeaacchhiinngg  aabboouutt!!  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  BBeellffaasstt  CCiittyy  

II  tthhiinnkk  tthheessee  aarree  aallll  vveerryy  iimmppoorrttaanntt  bbuutt  II  ddoonn''tt  tthhiinnkk  mmyy  fflloocckk  aarree  rreeaaddyy  ffoorr  iitt  yyeett..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  WWiicckkllooww  

UUnnttiill  tthheerree  iiss  aa  cchhaannggee  ooff  hheeaarrtt  iinn  tthhee  iinnddiivviidduuaall  bbrroouugghhtt  oonn  bbyy  aa  wwoorrkk  ooff  GGoodd  aallll  tthhee  pprreeaacchhiinngg//tteeaacchhiinngg  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  wwiillll  

nnoott  hheellpp..  ςς  BBaappttiisstt,,  CCoo..  CCoorrkk  

Summary of Findings on Reconciliation and Questions Raised 
There is diversity among clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders about what they think reconciliation is, about how important it 

should or should not be in their preaching and teaching, and about how they have been equipped to teach and preach about it. What can 

be learned from these different conceptions of reconciliation?  

Strikingly, reconciliation seems to be primarily understood in quite individualistic terms. Clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders 

were most likely to say that reconciliation between individuals and God, and between individuals, were the most important types of 

reconciliation. After that and reflecting, most likely, historical and contemporary demographic realities, clergy, pastors, ministers and 

faith leaders in the Republic were more likely to emphasize reconciliation between people of different ethnicities and nationalities, 

while those in Northern Ireland were more likely to emphasize reconciliation between Catholics and Protestants. This raises questions 

about how appropriate it is for conceptions of reconciliation to focus so much on the individual. Is this done at the expense of other 

forms of reconciliation?  
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50% of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders had accessed resources on reconciliation in general – and these resources ranged 

from those provided by denominations or wider faith communities, to the internet, to materials they had found through their own 

study and initiative. 52% of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders said that their denomination or wider religious community had 

provided them with adequate training and resources for promoting reconciliation. Interestingly, Church of Ireland ministers were the 

most likely to have accessed general resources on reconciliation (59%), and among the most likely to say that their denomination had 

not provided them with adequate training (31%). So while a slim majority of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders are accessing 

resources on reconciliation and feel that they have been adequately prepared to preach and teach on it, it seems there is significant room 

for improvement in these areas. What can be done to help clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders better prepare to teach and preach 

about reconciliation?  

Finally, most clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders indicated that the time they thought it was appropriate to spend on preaching 

and teaching about reconciliation, as a percentage per year, was 11-25%. This is a significant chunk, in the context of the myriad other 

topics and issues dealt with by churches and religious communities. But 62% of these clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders actually 

spent 11-25% of their time preaching and teaching on reconciliation, with 32% of those who thought it was appropriate to do so 

spending less than 10% of their time on it. Clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders do not have the time for reconciliation that they 

would like. While it was beyond the scope of this survey, it would be interesting to ask clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders why 

they think this is so? And to ask if 11-25% is indeed the appropriate amount of time to spend on reconciliation? Further, what can be 

done to narrow the gap between the time clergy thought it was appropriate to spend on reconciliation and the time they actually spend 

on reconciliation, bearing in mind the different contexts of their ministries?  

Ecumenism 
This part of the survey was designed to gather information about how clergy, pastors and faith leaders think about ecumenism. We 

opened by asking them to define, in a few short words, what ecumenism means to them. Since definitions of ecumenism are often 

contested, we wanted to provide people with this opportunity to let us know what was in their heads when they answered the other 

questions about ecumenism that would follow. Again, we received a range of responses, including: promotion of understanding, 

reaching out, mutual respect, the eventual unity of the churches, reconciliation between all Christian churches, the efforts to be made 

to bring about the answer to Jesus' prayer: 'that they may be one', a ‘creedal re-unification of the church,’ communication to bring 

about understanding and acceptance of the other's position without of the necessity of agreeing with that position, and treating other 

traditions as equals on journey to God. The definitions of ecumenism seemed to fall into three broad categories:  some said it meant 

church unity in which people believed and practiced the same things; others said it meant a church unity in which people were free to 

have some different beliefs and practices – but treated each other as brothers and sisters; and others said ecumenism included efforts 

towards spiritual unity with people of all faiths (not just Christian ones). In these definitions, many respondents were keen to 

demonstrate their approval or disapproval of what they thought ecumenism was or included. Here are some examples of definitions 

which clearly indicate dislike and suspicion of ecumenism: 

EEccuummeenniissmm  iiss  tthhee  ccoommiinngg  ttooggeetthheerr  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  ggrroouuppss  wwiitthh  tthhee  pprreetteennccee  tthhaatt  mmaajjoorr  pprriinncciipplleess  ooff  ffuunnddaammeennttaall  ddiiffffeerreennccee  

ccaann  eeiitthheerr  bbee  oovveerrccoommee  oorr  ssiimmppllyy  oovveerrllooookkeedd..  ςς  CChhrriissttiiaann,,  BBeellffaasstt  CCiittyy  

CCoommpprroommiissiinngg  pprriinncciipplleess  ffoorr  sshhoorrtt  tteerrmm  ggaaiinn..    ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  AAnnttrriimm    

IItt  iiss  aann  eeffffoorrtt  ttoo  bbrriinngg  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ffaaiitthhss  ttooggeetthheerr  aanndd  tthhuuss  aa  ddeeppaarrttuurree  ffrroomm  tthhee  ttrruutthh  ooff  tthhee  GGoossppeell..  ςς  FFrreeee  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  

TTyyrroonnee  



  

 

 Trinity College Dublin 34 

21st Century Faith – Results of the Survey of Faith Leaders 

By Dr Gladys Ganiel, Irish School of Ecumenics, Trinity College Dublin 

EEccuummeenniissmm  iiss  aa  ffaallssee,,  ddrreesssseedd--uupp  ddiissppllaayy  ooff  uunniittyy..    TTrruuee  uunniittyy  iiss  tthhee  bbooddyy  ooff  CChhrriisstt  mmaaddee  uupp  ooff  ppeeooppllee  ooff  eevveerryy  nnaattiioonn,,  ttrriibbee  

aanndd  llaanngguuaaggee  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  rreeccoonncciilleedd  ttoo  GGoodd  tthhrroouugghh  HHiiss  bblloooodd,,  sshheedd  oonn  tthhee  ccrroossss..  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  DDoowwnn    

TThhee  CCaatthhoolliicc  CChhuurrcchh  wwiillll  ccoonncceeddee  nnootthhiinngg,,  ssoo  eeccuummeenniissmm  mmeeaannss  tthhee  VVaattiiccaann  rruulliinngg  tthhee  WWoorrlldd..  ςς  HHuummaanniisstt,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn    

EEccuummeenniissmm  ttoo  mmee  iiss  aa  nneeggaattiivvee  wwoorrdd..    II  ppeerrcceeiivvee  iitt  aass  aa  wwoorrdd  wwhhiicchh  iinnvviitteess  mmee  ttoo  ""ggiivvee  uupp""  vvaalluueedd  bbeelliieeffss  II  bbeelliieevvee  ttoo  bbee  

bbiibblliiccaallllyy  ttrruuee..    II  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhee  iinntteenntt,,  bbuutt  bbeelliieevvee  tthhee  aaccttiioonnss  ooff  iittss  lleeaaddeerrss  gglloobbaallllyy  aanndd  ssoommeettiimmeess  nnaattiioonnaallllyy  aarree  mmiiss--

gguuiiddeedd..  ςς  SSeevveenntthh  DDaayy  AAddvveennttiisstt,,  CCoo..  AArrmmaagghh    

On the other hand, some clergy offered definitions that indicated a positive perception of ecumenism:  

GGeettttiinngg  ttoo  kknnooww  aabboouutt  ppeeooppllee  ooff  ootthheerr  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthhss;;  aanndd  tthheeiirr  bbeelliieeffss..    DDiissccoovveerriinngg  ttrruutthhss  aabboouutt  tthhee  bbeelliieeffss  ooff  ppeeooppllee  

ffrroomm  ootthheerr  WWoorrlldd  rreelliiggiioonnss..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  AArrmmaagghh  

TThhee  rreeaalliissaattiioonn  ooff  JJeessuussΩΩ  pprraayyeerr  ''tthhaatt  tthheeyy  mmaayy  aallll  bbee  oonnee''  aanndd  rreeaalliissiinngg  tthhaatt  wwee  ccaann  hhaavvee  tthhiiss  uunniittyy  wwhhiillee  mmaaiinnttaaiinniinngg  

ddiivveerrssiittyy..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  LLaaooiiss  

LLeeaarrnniinngg  ttoo  lliivvee  rriigghhttllyy  iinn  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  ttoo  GGoodd  aanndd  tthhuuss  hhoolliissttiiccaallllyy  ttoo  GGoodd''ss  ccrreeaattiioonn  ((ooiikkooss))  ssoo  tthhaatt  oouurr  eennttiirree  wwaayy  ooff  lliiffee  

rreefflleeccttss  tthhee  lloovvee  ooff  GGoodd  ffoorr  eeaacchh  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  wwiitthhiinn  tthhiiss  iinnffiinniittee  iinntteerr--ccoonnnneecctteedd  wwhhoollee..  IItt  iinncclluuddeess  bbuutt  ttrraannsscceennddss  hhuummaann--

ttoo--hhuummaann  rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  aanndd  iinncclluuddeess  ssuucchh  nnoottiioonnss  aass  ''eeccoonnoommiiccss''  aanndd  ''eeccoollooggyy''  bbootthh  ooff  wwhhiicchh  hhaavvee  tthheeiirr  rroooottss  iinn  tthhee  

GGrreeeekk  wwoorrdd  ''ooiikkooss''  mmeeaanniinngg  ''GGoodd''ss  hhoouusseehhoolldd''..  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  DDoowwnn  

FFoorr  mmee  eeccuummeenniissmm,,  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  mmiissssiioonn,,  iiss  tthhee  lliiffeebblloooodd  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh..  IItt  iiss  aallssoo  tthhee  bbiiggggeesstt  cchhaalllleennggee  bbeeccaauussee  iitt  qquueessttiioonnss  

tthhee  wwhhoollee  bbaassiiss  ooff  ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnss  wwhhiicchh  aarree  iinn  tthheemmsseellvveess  ssiiggnnss  ooff  ffaaiilleedd  rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn    

SSeeeeiinngg  JJeessuuss  iinn  tthhoossee  yyoouu  mmeeeett  ooff  ootthheerr  rreelliiggiioonnss..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  DDoonneeggaall    

EEccuummeenniissmm  ffoorr  mmee  iiss  aabboouutt  rreeccooggnniizziinngg  ffiirrssttllyy  tthhee  CCaatthhoolliicc  CChhuurrcchh  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  II  bbeelloonngg  mmuusstt  ttaakkee  iittss  sshhaarree  ooff  bbllaammee  ffoorr  tthhee  

ddiivviissiioonnss  tthhaatt  nnooww  eexxiisstt  bbeettwweeeenn  CChhrriissttiiaannss..  IItt''ss  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  hhuummbbllee  aanndd  aaddmmiittttiinngg  tthhaatt  wwee  ddoonn''tt  hhaavvee  aallll  tthhee  aannsswweerrss,,  

aanndd  tthhaatt  wwee  aarree  aallll  ssiisstteerrss  aanndd  bbrrootthheerrss  iinn  CChhrriisstt  aanndd  tthheerreeffoorree  ttrreeaatt  eeaacchh  ootthheerr  aass  ssuucchh..  ςς  CCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn    

That said, even some clergy who seemed to have positive conceptions of ecumenism said that they found the term alienating – even a 

stumbling block to better relationships with others:  

[[EEccuummeenniissmm  iiss]]  ssiittttiinngg  iinn  ssoommee  ccoolldd  cchhuurrcchh  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssaammee  ffeeww  ffaaiitthhffuull  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  eeiitthheerr  ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonn  iinn  eeaarrllyy  JJaannuuaarryy,,  

ffoolllloowwiinngg  ssoommee  ssttrraannggee  pprraayyeerr  lleeaafflleett  tthhaatt  nnoobbooddyy  sseeeess  aass  ffaacciinngg  iissssuueess  tthhaatt  nneeeedd  ffaacciinngg--jjuusstt  lleettΩΩss  bbee  ''nniiccee''  ttoo  eeaacchh  ootthheerr..    

CCyynniiccaall??  SSoorrrryy..  ςς    CCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  SSlliiggoo  

HHoonneessttllyy  bb__  __  __  ss  __  __  tt!!  IIddeeaallllyy,,  tthhaatt  wwee  wwoouulldd  aallll  bbee  oonnee..  ςς  CCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  DDoowwnn  

EEccuummeenniissmm  mmeeaannss  ttoo  mmee  tthhaatt  ddiivveerrssee  ppeeooppllee  ddeecciiddee  ttoo  tteemmppoorraarriillyy  ffoorrggeett  tthheeiirr  ddiiffffeerreenncceess  aanndd  mmeeeett  oonn  ccoommmmoonn  ggrroouunndd,,  

tthheenn  ggoo  bbaacckk  hhoommee  aanndd  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  pprraaccttiiccee  tthheeiirr  ddiiffffeerreenncceess..  EEvvaannggeelliiccaall  BBaappttiisstt,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn    

EEccuummeenniissmm  mmeeaannss  aa  sshhaarreedd  vviissiioonn..    IInn  rreeaalliittyy,,  eevveerryyoonnee''ss  ttoooo  bbuussyy  iinn  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ppaattcchh  ttoo  ggiivvee  ttiimmee  aanndd  eeffffoorrtt  ttoo  ppuutt  tthhee  

aammoouunntt  ooff  wwoorrkk  ppuuttttiinngg  iitt  iinnttoo  pprraaccttiiccee..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  OOffffaallyy    
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IItt''ss  aa  wwoorrdd  II  aavvooiidd,,  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  ootthheerrss''  mmiissccoonncceeppttiioonnss..  BBuutt  ttoo  mmee,,  iitt''ss  aabboouutt  bbeeiinngg  aa  wwoorrlldd  cciittiizzeenn,,  aanndd  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  

bbooddyy  ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  LLoorrdd  ooff  AALLLL  ccrreeaattiioonn  --  ssoo  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  bbee  iinn  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  ttoo  aallll  ppeeooppllee..  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  BBeellffaasstt  CCiittyy  

TToo  mmee  EEccuummeenniissmm  iiss  ssoommeetthhiinngg  tthhaatt  CCaatthhoolliicc  aanndd  PPrrootteessttaanntt  cchhuurrcchh  lleeaaddeerrss  uusseedd  ttoo  ddoo..  IItt  iiss  aa  wwoorrdd  nnoott  uusseedd  iinn  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  

cciirrcclleess  II  ddwweellll  iinn..  IItt  hhaass  bbeeccoommee  ttaaiinntteedd  ttoo  eevvaannggeelliiccaallss..  ςς  CChhrriissttiiaann  FFeelllloowwsshhiipp,,  GGaallwwaayy  CCiittyy    

IIttΩΩss  aa  wwoorrdd  tthhaatt  ssaaddllyy  nneeeeddss  ttoo  ggoo  oonn  tthhee  jjuunnkkppiillee  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  tthhee  wwaayy  tthhaatt  iitt  iiss  rreecceeiivveedd..  AAlltthhoouugghh,,  II  aapppprreecciiaattee  iitt  aanndd  

wwoouulldd  uunnaasshhaammeeddllyy  ccaallll  mmyysseellff  aann  eeccuummeenniicciisstt,,  II  tthhiinnkk  iitt  iiss  ccoommmmoonnllyy  rreeaadd  aass  aa  wwoorrdd  ffoorr  eexxcchhaannggee  wwiitthhoouutt  ccrriittiiqquuee;;  aa  

pprroojjeecctt  ooff  eemmppttyy  rreellaattiivviissmm  tthhaatt  ccaann''tt  ffeeeedd  iinnttoo  ddiisscciipplleesshhiipp  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaannss  oorr  tthhee  iinnccrreeaassee  ooff  jjuussttiiccee  iinn  tthhee  llaanndd..  ςς  

PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  KKiillddaarree  

WWhhaatt  II  eexxppeerriieennccee  iiss  nnootthhiinngg  sshhoorrtt  ooff  ttookkeenniissmm;;  aavvooiiddaannccee  ooff  rriisskk,,  ooff  eexxppeerriimmeennttaattiioonn  ffoorr  ffeeaarr  ooff  ''hhiigghheerr  aauutthhoorriittiieess''..    

EEccuummeenniissmm  iinn  IIrreellaanndd  hhaass  bbeeccoommee  aa  ffoorrmm  ooff  cclleerriiccaalliissmm..  MMaannyy  ggoooodd,,  uunnaannnnoouunncceedd  ffoorrmmss  ooff  eeccuummeenniissmm  hhaappppeenniinngg  

bbeettwweeeenn  iinnddiivviidduuaallss..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  MMaayyoo  

Following on from this, we asked clergy to indicate what they thought ecumenism included by providing them with a list of 13 options. 

They could tick as many options as they liked. The following table records the frequencies of all the options as they were ticked.  

The most popular option was Interchurch Dialogue between Catholics and Protestants, followed by Good Civic Relations between 

Catholics and Protestants. For Catholic clergy, the most popular option was interchurch prayer between Catholics and Protestants, 

while for Other Religions the most popular option was Interfaith Worship including Other Religions and Christians.   

The Christian churches prioritized options including ‘Catholics and Protestants’ rather than options including Other Religions. The 

most popular choice including Other Religions was Good Civic Relations with Other Religions. 

Interchurch communion between Catholics and Protestants was the least popular choice among clergy in the Republic and Catholics. It 

was most popular among Methodists, where it was ranked seventh of the 13 options. Table 15 summarizes the frequency with which 

each of the options was ticked (bear in mind that each individual could tick more than one option).  
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Table 15: Ecumenism includes? Frequencies of Options 
Whole Island ROI NI RCC COI PCI Meth Other Christian Other Religions 

Interchurch 
Dialogue 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (488) 

Interchurch 
Dialogue 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (275) 

Interchurch 
Dialogue 
Catholic/ 
Protestant 
(189) 

Interchurch 
Prayer 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (197) 

Interchurch 
Dialogue 
Catholic/ 
Protestant 
(143) 

Interchurch 
Dialogue 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (64) 

Good Civic 
Relations 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (37) 

Interchurch Dialogue 
Catholic/ Protestant 
(43) 

Interfaith Worship 
Other Religions (5) 

Good Civic 
Relations 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (476) 

Good Civic 
Relations 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (268) 

Good Civic 
Relations 
Catholic/ 
Protestant 
(184) 

Good Civic 
Relations 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (194) 

Good Civic 
Relations 
Catholic/ 
Protestant 
(136) 

Good Civic 
Relations 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (64) 

Interchurch 
Worship 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (36) 

Shared Social Action 
Catholic/ Protestant 
(37) 

Good Civic Relations 
Other Religions (4) 

Shared Social 
Action 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (467) 

Interchurch 
Prayer 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (267) 

Shared Social 
Action 
Catholic/ 
Protestant 
(179) 

Interchurch 
Dialogue 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (193) 

Interchurch 
Prayer 
Catholic/ 
Protestant 
(134) 

Shared Social 
Action 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (64) 

Interchurch 
Prayer 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (36) 

Good Civic Relations 
Catholic/ Protestant 
(36) 

Shared Social Action 
Other Religions (4) 

Interchurch 
Prayer 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (462) 

Shared Social 
Action 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (264) 

Interchurch 
Prayer 
Catholic/ 
Protestant 
(170) 

Shared Social 
Action 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (186) 

Shared Social 
Action 
Catholic/ 
Protestant 
(134) 

Good Civic 
Relations Other 
Religions (55) 

Shared Social 
Action 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (35) 

Good Civic Relations 
Other Religions (34) 

Interfaith Prayer Other 
Religions (3) 

Good Civic 
Relations Other 
Religions (406) 

Good Civic 
Relations Other 
Religions (240) 

Interchurch 
Worship 
Catholic/ 
Protestant 
(154) 

Good Civic 
Relations Other 
Religions (166) 

Interchurch 
Worship 
Catholic/ 
Protestant 
(134) 

Interchurch 
Prayer 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (51) 

Interchurch 
Dialogue 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (34) 

Interchurch Prayer 
Catholic/ Protestant 
(34) 

Interfaith Worship 
Other Religions (3) 

Interchurch 
Worship 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (402) 

Shared Social 
Action Other 
Religions (230) 

Good Civic 
Relations 
Other 
Religions 
(145) 

Shared Social 
Action Other 
Religions (165) 

Good Civic 
Relations 
Other 
Religions 
(116) 

Interchurch 
Worship 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (44) 

Shared 
Missionary 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (30) 

Interchurch Worship 
Catholic/ Protestant 
(33) 

Shared Social Action 
Catholic/ Protestant (3) 

Interfaith 
Dialogue Other 
Religions (371) 

Interchurch 
Worship 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (228) 

Interfaith 
Dialogue 
Other 
Religions 
(132) 

Interfaith 
Dialogue Other 
Religions (162) 

Shared 
Missionary 
Catholic/ 
Protestant 
(103) 

Interfaith 
Dialogue Other 
Religions (43) 

Interchurch 
Communion 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (25) 

Interfaith Dialogue 
Other Religions (33) 

Good Civic Relations 
Catholic/ Protestant (3) 

Shared Social 
Action Other 
Religions (371) 

Interfaith 
Dialogue Other 
Religions (219) 

Shared Social 
Action Other 
Religions 
(121) 

Interchurch 
Worship 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (145) 

Interfaith 
Dialogue 
Other 
Religions 
(101) 

Shared Social 
Action Other 
Religions (43) 

Good Civic 
Relations Other 
Religions (23) 

Shared Social Action 
Other Religions (31) 

Interchurch Dialogue 
Catholic/ Protestant (3) 

Shared 
Missionary 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (310) 

Shared 
Missionary 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (184) 

Shared 
Missionary 
Catholic/ 
Protestant 
(110) 

Interfaith Prayer 
Other Religions 
(137) 

Shared Social 
Action Other 
Religions 
(100) 

Shared 
Missionary 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (27) 

Interfaith 
Dialogue Other 
Religions (21) 

Shared Missionary 
Catholic/ Protestant 
(23) 

Interchurch Worship 
Catholic/ Protestant (3) 

Interfaith 
Prayer Other 
Religions (241) 

Interfaith Prayer 
Other Religions 
(163) 

Interchurch 
Communion 
Catholic/ 
Protestant 
(73) 

Shared 
Missionary 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (119) 

Interchurch 
Communion 
Catholic/ 
Protestant 
(85) 

 Interchurch 
Communion 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (17) 

Shared Social 
Action Other 
Religions (20) 

Interchurch 
Communion 
Catholic/ Protestant 
(19) 

Interchurch Prayer 
Catholic/ Protestant (2) 

Interchurch 
Communion 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (184) 

Interfaith 
Worship Other 
Religions (116) 

Interfaith 
Prayer Other 
Religions (66) 

Interfaith 
Worship Other 
Religions (86) 

Interfaith 
Prayer Other 
Religions (64) 

Interfaith Prayer 
Other Religions 
(10) 

Shared 
Missionary 
Other Religions 
(7) 

Interfaith Prayer 
Other Religions (17) 

Interchurch 
Communion Catholic/ 
Protestant (2) 

Interfaith 
Worship Other 
Religions (180) 

Shared 
Missionary 
Other Religions 
(103) 

Interfaith 
Worship 
Other 
Religions (53) 

Shared 
Missionary 
Other Religions 
(80) 

Interfaith 
Worship 
Other 
Religions (57) 

Shared 
Missionary 
Other Religions 
(10) 

Interfaith 
Worship Other 
Religions (6) 

Interfaith Worship 
Other Religions (15) 

Shared Missionary 
Catholic/ Protestant (2) 

Shared 
Missionary 
Other Religions 
(160) 

Interchurch 
Communion 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (101) 

Shared 
Missionary 
Other 
Religions (45) 

Interchurch 
Communion 
Catholic/ 
Protestant (31) 

Shared 
Missionary 
Other 
Religions (44)  

Interfaith 
Worship Other 
Religions (8) 

Interfaith Prayer 
Other Religions 
(6) 

Shared Missionary 
Other Religions (14) 

Shared Missionary 
Other Religions (0) 
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We also gave clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders the opportunity to identify other options that should be included in 

ecumenism. Some of these responses included Protestant/Protestant relationships, inclusion of Orthodox Christians and not just 

focusing on Roman Catholics/Protestants, informal activities, and building relationships. As one said:  

JJuusstt  bbeeccaauussee  iitt  iinncclluuddeess  aallll  tthheessee  tthhiinnggss  ddooeess  nnoott  mmeeaann  tthhaatt  II  wwoouulldd  aallwwaayyss  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  aallll  ooff  tthheessee..  TThheerree  aarree  ttiimmeess  aanndd  

ppllaacceess  ffoorr  ppuuttttiinngg  eenneerrggyy  iinnttoo  ssuucchh  eennddeeaavvoouurrss..  TThhee  qquuaalliittyy  ooff  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  iiss  mmoorree  iimmppoorrttaanntt  tthhaann  tthhee  ssyymmbboolliicc  ggeessttuurree..  II  

ccaann  hhaappppiillyy  pprraayy  wwiitthh  aannyyoonnee  --  bbeeccaauussee  GGoodd  iiss  LLoorrdd  ooff  aallll,,  bbuutt  II  wwoouulldd  nnoott  nneecceessssaarriillyy  bbee  ccoonntteenntt  ttoo  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  eevveerryy  

pprraaccttiiccee,,  oorr  ccoonnsseenntt  ttoo  eevveerryy  aaccttiivviittyy  oorr  ssttaatteemmeenntt..  RReellaattiioonnsshhiipp,,  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp,,  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp!!  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  BBeellffaasstt  CCiittyy    

We also sought to gauge clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders’ level of involvement in ecumenical bodies and activities, at the 

international/national and local levels. The following table shows percentages of clergy who have participated in international/national 

ecumenical bodies and activities and local ecumenical bodies and activities in the last 12 months, on the island as a whole, in the 

Republic, in Northern Ireland, and by denominations/faith communities. It also shows the percentages who have never taken part in 

ecumenical bodies and activities, and those who have never taken part but would consider doing so.  

On the island as a whole, local ecumenical activities are the most popular, with 59% taking part (56% in the Republic and 63% in 

Northern Ireland). Methodists (80%) are the most likely to engage in local ecumenical activities, followed by Church of Ireland clergy 

(71%). The least likely to engage in local ecumenical activities are Other Christians, with 41% taking part. 

Next most popular are local ecumenical bodies, with 42% involved on the island as a whole (36% in the Republic and 50% in Northern 

Ireland). Methodists (69%) are the most likely to be involved, followed by Presbyterians (50%). The least likely to be involved are 

Roman Catholic clergy at 34%. 

At the international/national level, 22% of clergy on the island as a whole are involved in ecumenical activities (23% in the Republic 

and 21% in Northern Ireland). Again, Methodists (38%) are the most likely to be engaged, followed by Church of Ireland (23%). 

Roman Catholics are least likely to be engaged, with 19% reporting that they have participated in these activities. As for 

international/national ecumenical bodies, 19% have been involved in the last 12 months on the island as a whole (19% in the Republic 

and 20% in Northern Ireland). Methodists (39%) and Other Christians (23%) are most likely to participate, while Roman Catholics 

(16%) are least likely.  

Here, it is important to recognize that Methodists, as the smallest of the ‘big four’ denominations, may have more opportunities to take 

part in ecumenical activities than clergy from the larger denominations. There may only be one Methodist church in many areas, so that 

minister may be invited to take part in more ecumenical bodies and activities than clergy from larger denominations. Further, in many 

rural parts of Ireland there may only be Roman Catholic parishes, making involvement in ecumenical bodies and activities more difficult 

for Roman Catholic clergy. 

For Other Religions, ecumenical involvement is lower than for Christian groups in most cases (0% involved in international/national 

bodies in the last 12 months, 11% international/national activities, 11% local bodies, 13% local activities). But Other Religions report 

a willingness to be more involved, with 71% saying that they would consider being involved in international/national bodies, 44% 

saying they would consider being involved in international/national activities, 56% saying they would consider being involved in local 

bodies, and 38% saying they would consider being involved in local activities. These figures should be interpreted with caution due to 

the small number of respondents among Other Religions (‘n’ ranges from seven to nine in Table 16). 

Results are summarized in Table 16.  
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Table 16: Involvement in Ecumenical Activities 
 Whole 

Island 
ROI NI RCC COI PCI Meth Other 

Christian 
Other 
Religions 

Int/Nat 
Bodies 
Last 12 
months 

18.8% 
(n=526) 

19.1% 
(n=294) 

19.7% 
(n=208) 

15.6% 
(n=199) 

17.5% 
(n=149) 

19.2% 
(n=73) 

39.5% 
(n=38) 

22.6% 
(n=53) 

0.0% (n=7) 

Int/Nat 
Bodies 
Never 

34.4% 
(n=526) 

36.7% 
(n=294) 

30.8% 
(n=208) 

36.2% 
(n=199) 

31.5% 
(n=149) 

35.6% 
(n=73) 

26.3% 
(n=38) 

43.4% 
(n=53) 

14.3% 
(n=7) 

Int/Nat 
Bodies 
Never, 
would 
consider 

23.6% 
(n=526) 

22.8% 
(n=294) 

23.6% 
(n=208) 

24.1% 
(n=199) 

25.5% 
(n=149) 

15.1% 
(n=73) 

26.3% 
(n=38) 

15.1% 
(n=53) 

71.4% 
(n=7) 

Int/Nat 
Activities, 
Last 12 
months 

21.9% 
(n=517) 

22.8% 
(n=285) 

20.9% 
(n=206) 

19.2% 
(n=193) 

22.9% 
(n=144) 

20.8% 
(n=72) 

38.5% 
(n=39) 

20.8% 
(n=53) 

11.1% 
(n=9) 

Int/Nat 
Activities, 
Never 

32.7% 
(n=517) 

31.9% 
(n=285) 

34.0% 
(n=206) 

34.7% 
(n=193) 

28.5% 
(n=144) 

34.7% 
(n=72) 

20.5% 
(n=39) 

47.2% 
(n=53) 

33.3% 
(n=9) 

Int/Nat 
Activities 
Never, 
would 
consider 

20.7% 
(n=517) 

19.7% 
(n=285) 

21.9% 
(n=206) 

20.7% 
(n=193) 

21.5% 
(n=144) 

16.7% 
(n=72) 

23.1% 
(n=39) 

13.2% 
(n=53) 

44.4% 
(n=9) 

Local 
Bodies, 
Last 12 
Months 

42.0% 
(n=524) 

36.5% 
(n=288) 

50.5% 
(n=210) 

34.2% 
(n=196) 

45.6% 
(n=147) 

50.0% 
(n=74) 

69.2% 
(n=39) 

35.3% 
(n=51) 

11.1% 
(n=9) 

Local 
Bodies, 
Never 

22.9% 
(n=524) 

25.4% 
(n=288) 

19.5% 
(n=210) 

24.0% 
(n=196) 

15.0% 
(n=147) 

29.7% 
(n=74) 

5.1% 
(n=39) 

45.1% 
(n=51) 

22.2% 
(n=9) 

Local 
Bodies 
Never, 
would 
consider 

13.6% 
(n=524) 

16.3% 
(n=288) 

10.5% 
(n=210) 

16.3% 
(n=196) 

12.9% 
(n=147) 

9.5% 
(n=74) 

10.3% 
(n=39) 

5.9% 
(n=51) 

55.6% 
(n=9) 

Local 
Activities, 
Last 12 
months 

58.9% 
(n=530) 

56.4% 
(n=296) 

63.3% 
(n=210) 

52.2% 
(n=201) 

71.4% 
(n=147) 

60.8% 
(n=74) 

80.0% 
(n=40) 

40.7% 
(n=54) 

12.5% 
(n=8) 

Local 
Activities, 
Never 

10.9% 
(n=530) 

9.8% 
(n=296) 

12.9% 
(n=210) 

6.0% 
(n=201) 

8.2% 
(n=147) 

17.6% 
(n=74) 

0.0% 
(n=40) 

31.5% 
(n=54) 

25.0% 
(n=8) 

Local 
Activities 
Never, 
would 
consider 

5.3% 
(n=530) 

6.1% 
(n=296) 

4.8% 
(n=210) 

6.5% 
(n=201) 

0.7% 
(n=147) 

4.1% 
(n=74) 

5.0% 
(n=40) 

9.3% 
(n=54) 

37.5% 
(n=8) 

 

We also asked clergy to provide examples of the ecumenical bodies and activities with which they were involved. Examples of 

international/national ecumenical bodies included: World Council of Churches, British Council of Churches, Irish Council of 

Churches, Irish Inter Church Meeting, Irish Catholic Bishop's Advisory Committee on Ecumenism, Association of Hospital Chaplains, 

the Irish School of Ecumenics, The Glenstal Conference, the Greenhills Conference, Maynooth Advisory Body, Christian Aid, L'Arche 

and Faith & Light Movements, SWICKEN, Sword of the Spirit, Church of Ireland Commission on Christian Unity and Dialogue, 

Churches Together in Britain and Ireland; World Alliance of Reformed Churches; Conference of European Churches, Church of 

Ireland - Methodist Covenant Council, MAP; JCMWA, Embrace, Corrymeela, European Society for Inter-theological and Intercultural 
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studies, Evangelical Contribution on Northern Ireland/Centre for Contemporary Christianity in Ireland, Northern Ireland Inter Faith 

Forum, World Deaconess Association, Columbanus Community of Reconciliation in Belfast, CTBI Network for International Students, 

Jewish Christian Dialogue, The Open Christianity Network; The Julian Meetings (ecumenical contemplative prayer groups);  Changing 

Attitude Ireland, the Ulster Project (children’s exchange programme to USA), Focolare, Ecumenical Youth Council of Europe, 

Evangelical Alliance, Irish Churches Together, Presbyterian Inter Church Relations Committee, and Ballymascanlon Gatherings. A 

Church of Ireland minister in Dublin commented that he had never been asked, while another Church of Ireland minister in Co. Dublin 

wrote: ‘I was at some meetings of ICC and would like to be asked more often - many ordinary clergy feel excluded!’ Examples of local 

ecumenical bodies included: The Lantern Inter-Faith, Inter-Cultural Centre in Dublin, Focolare, Diocesan Ecumenical Bodies, Local 

'Churches Together', local 'Councils of Churches', local development bodies, Friends of The Way, Inter Church Forums, ecumenical 

study groups, Charis Ecumenical Community, YMCA, Chaplaincy Teams, Celtic Spirituality Group, and the Raphoe Reconciliation 

Group. 

Examples of activities included: Christian Unity Services (especially in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity), World Day of Prayer, 

youth group outings, Thanksgiving and Christmas celebrations, Not for Sale Sunday, Women’s World Day of Prayer, Walk of Light, 

conferences, seminars, Pentecost meetings sponsored by Transformations Ireland, pilgrimages, United Prayer Breakfasts, Alpha 

courses, Joint Services of Remembrance, bible studies, an interfaith 'fun-run' which involved children of all faiths, trips abroad 

together, Christmas carol singing, weddings, funerals, blessings, pulpit swapping, 'dedication' or ‘blessing’ services for supermarkets, 

motorways, or other public spaces, shared way of the cross on Good Friday, prayer meetings, healing services, shared social activities, 

Taize prayer services, covenant relationships with other local churches, concerts, hospital committees, school committees, lectures, 

employment and training schemes, and peace groups. Among those who do not participate in activities, a Religious Missionary Sister in 

Dublin commented: ‘I have little time available and local ecumenical activities seem to be superficial.’ 

Then we asked clergy to describe their involvement in ecumenical activities as ‘frequent,’ ‘never,’ or ‘occasional.’ On the island as a 

whole, 32% considered their involvement frequent, 56% considered it occasional, and 11% reported never engaging in ecumenical 

activities. Clergy in Northern Ireland were more likely to describe their involvement as frequent (37%) than those in the Republic 

(29%). Denominationally, Methodists were most likely to describe their activity as frequent (58%), followed by Church of Ireland 

(47%). Other Christians were most likely to report never participating in ecumenical activities (41%). Results are summarized in Table 

17.  

Table 17: Self Evaluation of Level of Ecumenical Activities 
 Whole 

Island 
(n=550) 

ROI 
(n=311) 

NI 
(n=215) 

RCC 
(n=211) 

COI 
(n=156) 

PCI 
(n=75) 

Meth 
(n=38) 

Other 
Christian 
(n=54) 

Other 
Religions 
(n=9) 

Frequent 32.4% 28.6% 37.2% 20.4% 47.4% 29.3% 57.9% 27.8% 0.0% 

Never 11.3% 10.9% 11.6% 7.1% 5.1% 14.7% 2.6% 40.7% 22.2% 

Occasional 56.4% 60.5% 51.2% 72.5% 47.4% 56.0% 39.5% 31.5% 77.8% 

 

Next we asked how much time, as a percentage per year, clergy thought was appropriate to devote to ecumenical activities. The most 

popular category here was less than 10%, with 40% of clergy on the whole island choosing this option (38% in the Republic and 45% in 

Northern Ireland). The only denomination to stray from this trend was the Church of Ireland, in which the most popular category was 

11-25%, selected by 34% of its clergy. While the most popular categories among Methodists were less than 10% (31%) and 11-25% 

(26%), they were more likely than other denominations to select 26-50% (15%), 51-75% (13%) and more than 75% (8%). Results are 

summarized in Table 18.  
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Table 18: Time Appropriate to Devote to Ecumenical Activities? 
 Whole 

Island 
(n=537) 

ROI 
(n=304) 

NI 
(n=210) 

RCC 
(n=207) 

COI 
(n=151) 

PCI 
(n=76) 

Meth 
(n=39) 

Other 
Christian 
(n=49) 

Other 
Religions 
(n=9) 

Less 
than 
10% 

40.2%  38.2% 45.2% 44.4% 28.5% 56.6% 30.8% 40.8% 44.4% 

11-25% 27.0% 25.7% 28.1% 27.5% 33.8% 17.1% 25.6% 24.5% 11.1% 

26-50% 11.4% 12.8% 9.1% 11.1% 12.6% 6.6% 15.4% 12.2% 22.2% 

51-75% 3.2% 3.0% 3.8% 1.9% 4.0% 1.3% 12.8% 2.0% 0.0% 

More 
than 
75% 

2.6% 2.3% 2.9% 1.0% 4.6% 1.3% 7.7% 0.0% 0.0% 

Unsure 15.6% 18.1% 11.0% 14.0% 16.6% 17.1% 7.7% 20.4% 22.2% 

 

We followed this with a question about how much time, as a percentage per year, clergy actually devote to ecumenical activities. 

Again, the most frequently chosen option was less than 10%, with 68% on the island as a whole (68% in the Republic and 67% in 

Northern Ireland) choosing it. However, there is a contrast between the 40% who think it is appropriate to spend less than 10% on 

ecumenical activities and the 68% who actually spend that amount of time on them – some clergy are not spending as much time on 

ecumenical activities as they think is appropriate.  This is the case for all denominational categories.  

We double checked this by isolating the clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders who said it was appropriate to spend the higher 

figure of 11-25% of time on ecumenical activities. Of these 145 people, 55 or 38% said that was how much time they actually spent on 

ecumenical activities. Most of them – 82 or 57% -- actually spent less than 10% of time on ecumenical activities.  

Methodists and Church of Ireland ministers were more likely than other denominations to say that they spent more than 10% of their 

time on ecumenical activities. Methodists chose all of the other options (except unsure) more frequently than the others, with 27% 

choosing 11-25%, 14% choosing 26-50%, 5% choosing 51-75%, and 3% choosing more than 75%. Church of Ireland ministers chose 

the 11-25% category 23% of the time, and the 26-50% category 11% of the time. Results are summarized in Table 19.  

Table 19: Time Actually Devoted to Ecumenical Activities 
 Whole 

Island 
(n=533) 

ROI 
(n=305) 

NI 
(n=206) 

RCC 
(n=209) 

COI 
(n=151) 

PCI 
(n=73) 

Meth 
(n=37) 

Other 
Christian 
(n=48) 

Other 
Religions 
(n=9) 

Less 
than 
10% 

67.5% 68.2% 67.5% 78.0% 55.6% 68.5% 45.0% 70.8% 77.8% 

11-25% 16.1% 15.1% 17.5% 11.5% 23.2% 12.3% 27.0% 16.7% 0.0% 

26-50% 6.8% 7.0% 6.8% 2.9% 10.6% 8.2% 13.5% 4.2% 11.1% 

51-75% 1.5% 1.0% 2.4% 1.9% 0.0% 1.4% 5.4% 2.1% 0.0% 

More 
than 
75% 

1.3% 1.0% 1.5% 0.0% 3.1% 0.0% 2.7% 0.0% 0.0% 

Unsure 6.8% 7.9% 4.4% 5.7% 7.3% 9.6% 5.4% 6.3% 11.1% 
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Next, we asked clergy to describe their denomination/wider faith community and their congregation/local faith community’s 

conception of ecumenism as positive, negative, or indifferent. They could also choose to answer that they were unsure.  On the island 

as a whole, 67% reported their denomination’s conception as positive (70% in the Republic and 61% in Northern Ireland). The only 

exception to this trend was the Presbyterians, with only 18% perceiving their denomination’s conception of ecumenism as positive. For 

Presbyterians, 42% thought the denomination’s conception was negative, with 29% thinking it was indifferent. Methodists and Other 

Religions (90%) reported the most positive conceptions of ecumenism. 

When it came to their own congregations, 57% of clergy on the island as a whole reported that its conception of ecumenism was 

positive (65% in the Republic and 47% in Northern Ireland). While the positives outweigh the ‘negatives’ and ‘indifferents’, these 

percentages are lower across the board (except for Presbyterians). This indicates a general trend where denominations as a whole are 

perceived as more positive about ecumenism than congregations. For Presbyterians, on the other hand, 41% of clergy reported that 

their own congregations were positive about ecumenism – in stark contrast to the 18% who said their denomination had a positive 

conception of ecumenism. Those most likely to report congregations/local faith communities with positive conceptions of ecumenism 

were the Other Religions (78%) and Roman Catholics (69%). Presbyterian ministers were most likely to regard their congregation as 

negative (22%) and Church of Ireland clergy were most likely to regard their congregation as indifferent (34%). Results are 

summarized in Table 20.  

Table 20: Denominational & Congregational Perceptions of Ecumenism  
 Whole 

Island 
ROI NI RCC COI PCI Meth Other 

Christian 
Other 
Religions 

Denomination 
positive 

66.9% 
(n=549) 

70.3% 
(n=310) 

61.2% 
(n=214) 

76.2% 
(n=214) 

73.4% 
(n=154) 

18.2% 
(n=77) 

89.7% 
(n=39) 

60.8% 
(n=51) 

88.9% 
(n=9) 

Denomination 
negative 

8.9% 
(n=549) 

6.1% 
(n=310) 

13.6% 
(n=214) 

2.8% 
(n=214) 

2.6% 
(n=154) 

41.6% 
(n=77) 

2.6% 
(n=39) 

11.8% 
(n=51) 

0.0% 
(n=9) 

Denomination 
Indifferent 

16.0% 
(n=549) 

16.1% 
(n=310) 

16.4% 
(n=214) 

14.5% 
(n=214) 

13.6% 
(n=154) 

28.6% 
(n=77) 

5.1% 
(n=39) 

21.6% 
(n=51) 

11.1% 
(n=9) 

Unsure about 
Denomination 

8.2% 
(n=549) 

7.4% 
(n=310) 

8.9% 
(n=214) 

6.5% 
(n=214) 

10.4% 
(n=154) 

11.7% 
(n=77) 

2.6% 
(n=39) 

5.9% 
(n=51) 

0.0% 
(n=9) 

Congregation 
positive 

57.3% 
(n=541) 

65.0% 
(n=306) 

47.4% 
(n=211) 

68.6% 
(n=210) 

52.0% 
(n=154) 

40.5% 
(n=74) 

55.3% 
(n=38) 

52.0% 
(n=50) 

77.8% 
(n=9) 

Congregation 
negative 

8.0% 
(n=541) 

3.3% 
(n=306) 

15.2% 
(n=211) 

0.5% 
(n=210) 

9.1% 
(n=154) 

21.6% 
(n=74) 

13.2% 
(n=38) 

14.0% 
(n=50) 

0.0% 
(n=9) 

Congregation 
indifferent 

29.0% 
(n=541) 

25.5% 
(n=306) 

32.2% 
(n=211) 

26.7% 
(n=210) 

33.8% 
(n=154) 

31.1% 
(n=74) 

21.1% 
(n=38) 

26.0% 
(n=50) 

11.1% 
(n=9) 

Unsure about 
congregation 

5.7% 
(n=541) 

6.2% 
(n=306) 

5.2% 
(n=211) 

4.3% 
(n=210) 

5.2% 
(n=154) 

6.8% 
(n=74) 

10.5% 
(n=38) 

8.0% 
(n=50) 

11.1% 
(n=9) 

 

Finally, we asked clergy what they thought should be the priorities of ecumenism in Northern Ireland and the island as a whole. These 

were open ended questions, designed to solicit a range of perspectives. Among the suggestions for Northern Ireland were: dialogue on 

theology, shared social action, reconciliation between Roman Catholics and Protestants, peace, less talk and more action, end 

racism/sectarianism and class difference, bringing schools together, healing, dealing with the past, forgiveness, respect, listening, anti-

sectarianism, confronting materialism, joint action on combating secularism, demonstrating shared concern for international aid / 

development, encouraging cross community relations, protect family and married life, moving the agenda on from being ‘Troubles 

related’ (a Roman Catholic in Co. Limerick wrote: ‘Forget the past.  Obsession with reconciliation is living in the past.’), dealing with 

‘extreme’ Protestantism or ‘fundamentalism,’ shared communion (a Church of Ireland minister from Co. Sligo wrote: ‘Shared 
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Eucharist between Christians of all denominations – without this ecumenical worship is a mere farce.’), and reaching out to smaller 

Christian denominations, including Pentecostals. Some indicated that ecumenism should not be a priority at all, with comments urging 

the preaching of ‘justification by faith alone’ or responses that seemed to see an ‘interpretation of ecumenism’ in the survey itself: 

AAss  ssttaatteedd,,  yyoouurr  iinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn  ooff  eeccuummeenniissmm  iiss  nnoott  oonnee  II  sshhaarree,,  ssoo  eevveenn  mmyy  aannsswweerrss  wwiillll  bbee  cclloouuddeedd  ttoo  yyoouu..  AAllll  wwhhoo  aarree  

ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  CChhrriisstt  bbyy  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  GGoossppeell,,  lloonngg  ffoorr  ffeelllloowwsshhiipp......  tthhaatt''ss  BBiibblliiccaall  eeccuummeenniissmm..  ΧΧ  TThhiiss  ssuurrvveeyy  iiss  nnoott  

iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  tthhee  TTrruutthh  ooff  GGoodd''ss  WWoorrdd,,  bbuutt  iiss  sseeccttaarriiaann  iinn  iittss  aapppprrooaacchh,,  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  ddiilluuttee  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd,,  aanndd  mmiixx  lliigghhtt  

wwiitthh  ddaarrkknneessss..  TThhiiss  ccaannnnoott  bbee  ssoo..  RREEAADD  YYOOUURR  BBIIBBLLEE!!!!!!  ςς  PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann,,  CCoo..  AArrmmaagghh    

Other examples focused on making ecumenism more local and relevant, and re-thinking the very use of the term ecumenism: 

CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  wwiitthh  tthhee  ppeerrssoonn  iinn  tthhee  ppeeww..    ""EEccuu--mmaanniiaaccss""  aarree  vviieewweedd  bbyy  mmaannyy,,  iiff  tthheeyy  aarree  aawwaarree  ooff  tthheemm  aatt  aallll,,  aass  aakkiinn  

ttoo  yyeett  aannootthheerr  ddeennoommiinnaattiioonn..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  WWeessttmmeeaatthh    

""NNootthhiinngg  iiss  rreeaall  uunnttiill  iitt  iiss  llooccaall..""    LLeett  iitt  bbee  lleessss  aaccaaddeemmiicc  aanndd  mmoorree  vviissiibbllee,,  ttrraannssppaarreenntt  aanndd  pprraaccttiiccaall..    AAsskk  ooff  ootthheerrss  ((ssuucchh  

aass  ppoolliittiicciiaannss))  nnootthhiinngg  wwhhiicchh  nnoott  pprreeppaarreedd  ttoo  ddoo  tthheemmsseellvveess..    AAnn  ooppeenn,,  ddeeccllaarreedd  aanndd  sshhaarreedd  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ffoorr  wwhhaatt  bbyy  

ccoommmmiissssiioonn  aanndd  oommiissssiioonn  tthhee  cchhuurrcchheess  hhaavvee  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo  sseeccttaarriiaanniissmm  aanndd  oouurr  yyeeaarrss  ooff  vviioolleennccee  aanndd  bbrrookkeennnneessss..    AAnn  

ooppeenn,,  ddeeccllaarreedd  aanndd  sshhaarreedd  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  //  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ffoorr  rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  aanndd  hheeaalliinngg..  ςς  MMeetthhooddiisstt,,  CCoo..  DDoowwnn    

TThhiinnkk  aabboouutt  aanndd  ccrreeaattee  aa  wwoorrdd  ootthheerr  tthhaann  eeccuummeenniiccaall  ttoo  ddeessccrriibbee  ccoollllaabboorraattiivvee  wwoorrkkiinngg  aammoonnggsstt  ffaaiitthh  ccoommmmuunniittiieess..  II  

tthhiinnkk  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ""EEccuummeenniiccaall""  ccrreeaatteess  ffeeaarr  wwiitthhiinn  ssoommee  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo,,  iiff  tthhiiss  wwaass  ddeessccrriibbeedd  ddiiffffeerreennttllyy,,  mmaayy  wweellll  bbee  eennaabblleedd  

ttoo  ""ccoommee  oonn  bbooaarrdd..""  ςς  QQuuaakkeerr,,  CCoo..  AArrmmaagghh    

II  tthhiinnkk  sshhaarreedd  pprraayyeerr  aanndd  ccoommmmoonn  ssppiirriittuuaall  eexxppeerriieennccee,,  ssuucchh  aass  uusseedd  ttoo  bbee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  RReenneewwaall  

CCeennttrree  iinn  RRoossttrreevvoorr  aanndd  tthhrroouugghh  vvaarriioouuss  eeccuummeenniiccaall  pprraayyeerr  ggrroouuppss,,  iiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt  bbuutt  II  wwoouulldd  aallssoo,,  aass  aa  lliiffeelloonngg  eeccuummeenniisstt  

ssttrreessss  tthhee  vvaalluuee  ooff  eeccuummeenniiccaall  ddiiaalloogguuee  aatt  aa  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  lleevveell..  IInn  tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  ssttaattee  ooff  iinntteerr--cchhuurrcchh  rreellaattiioonnss  ((ttaakkiinngg  iinnttoo  

ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  tthhee  ooffffiicciiaall  hhaarrdd--lliinnee  aattttiittuuddee  ooff  tthhee  RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  CChhuurrcchh))  II  wwoouulldd  ddeessccrriibbee  mmyysseellff  aass  aa  sshhoorrtt--tteerrmm  

ppeessssiimmiisstt  --  bbuutt  aa  lloonngg--tteerrmm  ooppttiimmiisstt..  II  tthhiinnkk  tthhiiss  iiss  ppaarrtt  ooff  aa  vveerryy  lloonngg--tteerrmm  ffaaiitthh  jjoouurrnneeyy..  IInn  NNoorrtthheerrnn  IIrreellaanndd  tthhee  

iimmppoorrttaanntt  tthhiinngg  iiss  ttoo  eessttaabblliisshh  aanndd  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  ggoooodd  ppeerrssoonnaall  rreellaattiioonnsshhiippss  aanndd  ttoo  rreemmoovvee  mmiissccoonncceeppttiioonnss..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  

IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  AArrmmaagghh    

Among the suggestions for the island as a whole were: confronting secularism, eco issues, anti-sectarianism, immigration, the economy, 

reconciliation, dialogue, education, getting to know each other socially, to move towards more formal agreements on common baptism 

and marriage, liturgies and observances, the removal of church from all state bodies, to promote greater understanding between people 

from Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, making the world a better place for the poor, less clericalism and empowering 

laypeople, rediscovering a common Celtic heritage and sharing this with the new churches, keeping evangelicals ‘on board,’ sharing the 

gospel, and speaking to an un-churched generation. Although some responded along the lines of: ‘I don't think organized ecumenics are 

effective and no energy should be put into them’ (Evangelical Baptist, Co. Dublin), there were other suggestions such as: 

TToo  ddeevveelloopp  eeccuummeenniissmm  ssoo  iitt  ddooeess  nnoott  bbeeccoommee  jjuusstt  aa  iissssuuee  ooff  ttookkeenniissmm  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  NNoorrtthheerrnn  IIrreellaanndd  aanndd  tthhee  TTrroouubblleess..  

ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn    

IIrreellaanndd  nneeeeddss  aa  nneeww  mmooddeell  ooff  cchhuurrcchh,,  nneeww  mmooddeellss  ooff  oorrddaaiinneedd  mmiinniissttrryy,,  aa  ''MMeeddeelllliinn''  oorr  aa  ''PPuueebbllaa..''  ςς  RReelliiggiioouuss  MMiissssiioonnaarryy  

SSiisstteerr,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn    
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TThhee  ''ffaallll  oouutt''  ffrroomm  rreecceenntt  rreevveellaattiioonnss  ooff  aaccttiivviittiieess  aanndd  bbeehhaavviioouurr  ooff  tthhoossee  iinn  ''CChhrriissttiiaann''  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  mmoosstt  

vvuullnneerraabbllee  --  eessppeecciiaallllyy  iinn  tthhee      ''sseeccuullaarr''  ssoocciieettyy  iinn  wwhhiicchh  wwee  ffiinndd  oouurrsseellvveess  --  wwiillll    aaffffeecctt  aallll  ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnss  bbuutt  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  tthhee  

oonnccee  ''ddoommiinnaanntt''  oonnee  wwiillll  ffeeeell  tthhee  bbrreeeezzee..    SSoo  eeccuummeenniiccaall  aaccttiivviittyy  mmaayy  hhaavvee  ttoo  ffooccuuss  oonn  ''rreeccoonncciilliinngg''  wwiitthh  aann  aannggrryy  sseeccuullaarr  

ssoocciieettyy..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn    

BBrriinnggiinngg  tthhee  mmeessssaaggee  ooff  CChhrriisstt  ttoo  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  nnoo  ppeerrssoonnaall  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  GGoodd  aanndd  CChhrriisstt..    WWiitthhoouutt  aa  ppeerrssoonnaall  

rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  wwiitthh  CChhrriisstt  tthheerree  ccaann  bbee  nnoo  ttrruuee  aanndd  llaassttiinngg  eeccuummeenniissmm  aanndd  rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  oonn  tthhiiss  iissllaanndd..  ςς  MMeetthhooddiisstt,,  nnoo  

llooccaattiioonn  pprroovviiddeedd    

WWee  ssoo  bbaaddllyy  nneeeedd  ffiigguurreess  ooff  ffaaiitthh  wwiitthh  ssttaattuurree  ssppeeaakkiinngg  uupp  aanndd  ssppeeaakkiinngg  oouutt..  SSaacckkss  ddooeess  iitt  iinn  EEnnggllaanndd..  TTiimm  RRaattcclliiffffee  ddooeess  

iitt..  RRoowwaann  WWiilllliiaammss  ccaann  ddoo  iitt  bbuutt  iiss  ttoooo  ccaauugghhtt  uupp  iinn  tthhee  iinnnneerr  ccoonnfflliiccttss  iinn  tthhee  AAnngglliiccaann  ccoommmmuunniioonn..  HHeerree  wwee  hhaavvee  ttoooo  

mmaannyy  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  lloosstt  ccrreeddiibbiilliittyy  aanndd  tthhee  ssoo  ccaalllleedd  lleeaaddeerrss  hhaavvee  bbeeccoommee  mmuutteedd  oorr  aarree  ffiigguurreess  ooff  ffuunn..  WWee  bbaaddllyy  nneeeedd  ffaaiitthh  

ppeeooppllee  ttoo  hhaavvee  aa  ssaayy  aanndd  ttoo  ssaayy  ssoommeetthhiinngg  wwoorrtthhwwhhiillee..  ςςCCaatthhoolliicc,,  CCoo..  DDuubblliinn    

DDooiinngg  ttooggeetthheerr  aass  mmuucchh  aass  ppoossssiibbllee;;  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  ooccccaassiioonnaall  pprroovvooccaattiivvee  ''bboottttoomm--uupp''  aaccttiivviittiieess  ssuucchh  aass  ccoonn--cceelleebbrraattiioonn  

ooff  EEuucchhaarriisstt..    CCoonnttiinnuuaallllyy  cchhaalllleennggiinngg  cchhuurrcchh  lleeaaddeerrss  ffoorr  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  jjuussttiiffiiccaattiioonn  ffoorr  ssttrruuccttuurreess  tthhaatt  lliimmiitt  aanndd  ddeeffiinnee  

ootthheerrss,,  ssuucchh  aass  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  ooff  wwoommeenn  iinn  ffuullll  mmiinniisstteerriiaall  rroolleess  ((bbootthh  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiivvee  EEvvaannggeelliiccaall  aanndd  RRoommaann  CCaatthhoolliicc!!))      

FFoorrmmaall  eeccuummeenniiccaall  bbooddiieess  pprroovviiddiinngg  aann  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  aanndd  rroobbuusstt  ccrriittiiqquuee  ooff  uunnjjuusstt  cchhuurrcchh  ssttrruuccttuurreess  aanndd  ttrraaddiittiioonnss  wwhheerree  

eevveerr  tthheeyy  aarree..  ςς  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  CCoo..  TTiippppeerraarryy    

Summary of Findings on Ecumenism and Questions Raised 
As with reconciliation there was a range of opinions about what ecumenism is and what it should include. Responses to open ended 

questions, especially, revealed deep emotion about ecumenism on the part of those who stridently oppose it and on the part of those 

who see it as a vehicle to transcending historic and contemporary differences.  

Generally, clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders conceived of ecumenism in terms of relations between Catholics and Protestants, 

with dialogue and good civic relations taking priority over other kinds of interaction. Other forms of activity such as joint social action, 

prayer, worship and mission were not regarded as quite as important. This raises questions about why this is so, and whether ‘dialogue’ 

and good ‘civic’ relations are actually ‘lowest common denominator’ activities, the ones that are easiest to engage in politely. If this is 

the case, it raises these questions: is this good enough? Can young people, the newer generations of Christians (and people of other 

faiths) on this island, get excited about the polite dialogue and civic relationships that seem to echo the relationships between secular 

groups within civil society?  

Further, clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders placed less importance on relationships and activities with Other Religions than on 

relationships between Christian denominations. In light of increasing religious diversity in the Republic and Northern Ireland, we can 

ask what level of engagement (if any) with Other Religions is appropriate and can and should be pursued.  

The survey also revealed that most ecumenical activity is local, and some expressed the desire that ecumenism should be more local 

still. Clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders provided examples of a range of local ecumenical activities and bodies with which they 

were involved. But there was a sense that some still perceived ecumenism as something done far away by high ranking clergy, which had 

little relevance or impact on everyday lives.  

That said, most clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders thought it was appropriate to spend less than 10% of their time each year on 

ecumenism, which means that most prioritize ‘reconciliation’ over ‘ecumenism.’ Even so, clergy were not always able to spend as 
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much time on ecumenical activities as they thought appropriate. While it was beyond the scope of this survey, it would be interesting to 

ask clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders why they think this is so? And to ask if less than 10% is indeed the appropriate amount of 

time to spend on ecumenism? Further, what can be done to narrow the gap between the time clergy thought it was appropriate to 

spend on ecumenism and the time they actually spend on ecumenism, bearing in mind the different contexts of their ministries?  

Finally, clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders generally reported that their denominations and congregations had positive 

conceptions of ecumenism (except for Presbyterians, most of who reported that their denomination’s perception was negative). Most 

also thought that their denominations had more positive conceptions of ecumenism than their congregations. This raises the question of 

why this is so? Do most denominations and faith communities actually have positive conceptions of ecumenism and if they do, are they 

effectively communicating with local churches and faith communities about ecumenism? That said, these ‘positive’ evaluations should 

be read in light of the comments in the sections of the survey with open-ended questions. Here, a number of clergy, pastors, ministers 

and faith leaders expressed the view that the term ‘ecumenism’ was itself negative and tainted. Reasons for this ranged from their own 

disagreement with what they perceived as the ecumenical project, to dismay that much of the good work that goes on under the banner 

of ecumenism is damaged by a word that has been too much used and abused to be of any good use. This raises questions such as: Are 

they right to evaluate the term ‘ecumenism’ in this way? Does the term ‘ecumenism’ need to be redeemed or abandoned?   

Next Steps 
We hope that this report will stimulate plenty of debate and discussion about these issues. In the next phase of the research project, we 

plan to conduct eight case studies of congregations, parishes, and faith communities, identified through this survey, throughout the 

Republic and Northern Ireland. This will provide us with deeper insight about the dynamics of how people in churches and faith 

communities are actually addressing these issues. Our other goals include: 1. To facilitate the appropriation of a context-sensitive 

ecumenics to stimulate further theological research in related theological subdisciplines (e.g., ecumenical ecclesiology, socio-religious 

reconciliation; contextual theology and social ethics); and 2. To equip churches and other faith communities with theological resources 

for a new ecumenical vision and praxis for the 21st century. 

You can keep up-to-date on our research project via our website, www.ecumenics.ie.  
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