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Introduction

Thisreprt presents the fiCeditngy &hiahsodr wahycénwias!| ed st o]
ministers and faith leaders in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. The survey is part of a widdetakearof proje
the I rish School of Ecumeni cs {QeSuUyEcumanisi: Diversiy, Dialmdué and e

Reconciliation.d This project is funded by)the 1 rish
The research project was inspired by | SE6s desiisse to
regarded as the beginning of the modern ecumenical movement. We saw tHdinutayiofek@nenism as an opiyortuni
to 6auditd or oO6take stockd of religious divmenisniand/ on

levels of ecumenical activity. We wanted to think about how ecumenism has moved d@bivthrinterorddiaty and on

the island of Irelahand to identify its current priorities. Given the changing contexts in both the Republic and Northern Ir
were in search of insights around what we consider core questions, put simply as: Howitrechumeimesesne$ponding

to increased immigration and ethnic and religious diversity? Ten years after the Belfast/Good Friday Agneefiadtht, do chi
communities see O6reconciliati ond aally, doesgaummenism mater taday® i f

The information presented in this report sheds some light on what clergy, pastors, ministers and faith deafdeetaimtthe Re
and Northern Ireland think about those core questions, and raises reviViaedduesaelucted a companion survey of
laypeople, the results of which are presented in a separate report.) We see this information as a stamiégvjibint for discu
people of all faiths and Aaf®ut these questions. We are gratefidadehewho took the time to take our survey for getting
that discussion started.

We posted our survey online and we prioritized asking clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders to wemtdiggeanonline.
15 April 2009 and was closed ariy3R209. It was supported with 4g@@st email or postal requests, of which we received 71(
usable respzms (overall response 8 We sent 2698quests via email and received 555 usaislesésmail response rate
21%) and 1307 requegspost and received 155 usgloleses (postal response Eade Ti2e response rates will be discussed in
more detail below. Here we say simphethegponsates wereighest among Methodists (E&¥%gr Religions (24a6d

Church of Irelanérdy (22%).

We open this report with a short summary of the key findings. This is followed by sections with more detateed analysis

Trinity College Dublin
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Summary of Key Findings

Immigration & Diversity
1 796 of clergy, pastors, ministers and faitholedlderland as a whole (70% in the Republi&sind\88thern Ireland)
reported that less than 10% of their religious community had immigrated within the last ten years. Those in the
60t her Chri st i an s 0gramts within theanks 8% lofiOkher Chyistiane reporéed raoreitham®0%
of their faith community had immigrated in the last ten years.

1 29% of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders onsthenhialed 22% in the Republic #nith 2¥orthern Ireland)
have dormomething to accommodate ethnic minorities in the last 12 months

1 4% of clergy, pastors, ministers and faithoedlderisland as a whole (38% in the Repubifciamdbdthern Ireland)
have never done something to accommodate ethnic minorities

1 5&%00f clergy, pastors, ministers and faith deattierssland as a whole (53% in the Repubifciamdbbhiern Ireland)
have preached or taught on i mmigration, diversity

1 13% clergy, pastors, ministatdaith leaders the island as a whole (19% in the Repulsficiamdbithern Ireland)
reported using the native languages of ethnic minorities in the last 12 months

Reconciliation
1 Clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the islanthasagelivasli|n the Republic and Northern Ireland) think it
most important to preach and teach about reconciliation between individuals and God; and reconciliatian betwe

1 Clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the islaacag mwimwRepublic are more likely to preach and teach
about reconciliation between people of different ethnicities or nationalities than on reconciliation between Catho
Protestants

1 Clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the \afehel @s well as the Republic and Northern Ireland) were lex
likely to preach and teach about reconciliation between people of different religions and renatifféiegitn betwee
religions. But #8of those from Other Religions had preaaigit ontthose themes in the last 12 months.

1 50% of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole had accessed resources oh reconci
The most likely to have done so were Church B%félaandd Methodisty@inisters.

1 526 of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole said their denomination or wider reli
community had provided them with adequate training or resources for promoting reconciliation.

1 Leaders from Other Religimre most likely to say they had been provided with adequate trainingror resources fo
promoting reconciliatiof%8, followed by Methodi88b6)

9 Other Christian ministangl Church of Ireland clexyg least likely to say they had been provikbebwiéte training
or resources fmromoting reconciliation (31%).
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1 Mostclergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole (as well as in the Republic and Northel
think it is appropriate to spetb%4 of their time per year preaching and teaching on reconciliation. But they also r
that theglo not spend as much time preaching and teaching on reconciliation as they would like

Ecumenism
1 When asked about what ecumenism includes, the most paputhiedgtzon as a wivake Interchurch Dialogue
between Catholics and Protestants,ddlio®eod Civic Relatiotwden Catholics and Protestants.

T When asked about ecumeni sm, the Christian respond
options including 60ther Rebadnhgibnsesl ddifThg @bbéer pBp
Rel ations wit h @ankedfthamBrg thé I8 optionsrespondertsi cauld setes from on the island
whole.

M When asked about ecumenism, interchurch communion/shared EuchatfstllmstardP@aestants was the least
popular choice among clergy in the Republic and Roman Catholics. It was most gthoalistss mbregeMt was
ranked severthl3.

T The most prevalent form of e c @ @ SPoonathehsland ascalwhoke (6% ih
the Republic and®&® Northern Ireland) taking part. Methodists (80%) are the most likely to engage in local ecun
activities, while the le&styi are Other Christian&41

1 The nextmostprevafedr m of ecumeni cal i nv o lthABoonehe island asadhole c a |
(36% in the Republic artd 50Northern Ireland) involved. This is followed by internativeladmatienical activities
(22%0n the island as a whole, 283 Republic, and@ih Northern Ireland) and international/national ecumenical
bodie$1%00n the island as a whole, 19% in the Republiciando?thern Ireland). Methodists are the most likely to
participate in all these categories, while Ribiolzos @ee the least likely.

1 40% of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders on the island as a whole think it is appropriate to spend less 1
their time per year@umenical activities. BU 68clergy, pastors, ministers and faith tgathe island as a whole
actually spend this amount of their time per year on ecumenical activities. As with reconciliation, soméngjergy ar
as much time on ecumenical activities as they think.appropriate

f Ontheislandasawhob,i@p r t ed t hat their denomi na bofieaumenismwasvi d e
positive (70% in the Republic &dr6lllothern Ireland). Methodists (90%) and Other R8R§neforted the most
positive conceptions of ecumenism

7 Onlyl8ofPebyt erians thought t hmeanism whepostiae, whigetdidughnitbvas p e r
negative and%a%vere unsure

1 Denominations as a whole were percei ved aexcepnhforine p
the Presbyterian Church
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91 Despite these quite positive perceptions of ecumenism, respamsbsitqugstions about ecumenism revealed a gre
deal of suspicion and cynicism about the ttedr m, bo
abandoning the term altogether

Other Issues
1 In Northern Ireland, 68% of clergy identified themselves as evangelical (91% of Methodists and Presbyterians, |
Christians and of Church of Ireland, and 39% of Roman Catholics). In 6% Rieptibkc] themselves as evangelical
(86% of Presbyterians, 75% of Methodists and of Other Christians, 42% of Church of Ireland, and 35% of Rom:
This was a much higher rate-iofesdification as evangelical, than we expected.

1 Using opeended questions, we asked clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders to identify other issues of impc
their faith communities. This generated a wide range of responses, from confronting secularism, dealing with th
economicdowt ur n, and thinking about new O6model s of o6d

1 Throughout this report we try, as much as possible, to let the respondents speak for themselves. We include a |
guotations, drawn largely from theenplelesponses, whielieal the passion people felt about these issues and thei
range of emotions about the fufxgm cynicism and pessimism to optimism and hope.

Trinity College Dublin
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About the Survey

Our goal was to reach as many clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders in the Republic and Northeyrcvaldnd as we
Research Assistant Therese Cullen compiled a database of email and postal addresses of clergy, thast@adersyinisters ar
gathering this information from Denominational Directories, websites, and telephone directories. Everatsally, our survey
distributed directly to 4,@@kIresses, of which we received 710 usabésr@sfoall response rate 18%). \R6%eatjuests

via email and reegl 555 usable respd@4¥#sresponse rate) and 1,307 requests via posteahtiS®eesable responsés (12
response rate). Those who responded to the email requests accessed the survey through adictkythatteeelintieem dir
surveyWe sent a follewp email request to those who had not yet responded near the end of May, about six weeks after
requestrhose who responded to the postal surveys sent them back to us in the mail, attteSeilileto ¢indéeoatine survey
system.

The survey was confidential in that we did not ask clergy, pastors, ministers or faith leaders to providg their name or co
information. We did, however, provide a space where they could supply thighefommnstiegh if

The surveys included a range of questions, inclatidg@dperstions,-anewer multiple choice questions, and questions whe
respondents could choose more than one option. Pilot tests indicated that the survey took aooupl2€eninveessdaite
common, however, for respondents to skip questions, or tedadeed gpestions blank. Given that we wished to canvas as
a range of views as possibl e, we ¢ ounitstarte, ifd rdspondenddmitted 1
the question about county of residence, we did not throw out this survey altogether. This meant, howeveulthabsuch su
be counted when we analyzed t he dahal Thplghohtdhis depott,¢hipo r i ¢
explains why the sums of the Republic of Ireland (ROI) and Northern Ireland (NI) in some tallablédLrueladdshpws

the response rates by geographical location and denomination (emaitgsd modtialesl)r

Table 1: Survey Response Rates

Whole Methodist
SERo! Christian | Religions

Respons 177%  195% 16.9% 13.5% 22.0% 17.8% 32.7% 13.0% 23.7%

Rate

Within the Republic of Ire]d&iigl of theesponses we received were from Roman Catholicaerdynyfdihurch of Ireland
(23%), Other Chrisins (13%), Methodists (4%), Presbytétaan@@Other Religion%j4Table two below compares this to

' We are aware of sensitivities around language of many of the terms used in this report. It is never our intention tofeasse afto imply a particular standpoint

by the words we use. That is why we have attempted to be inclusive in referring &sthisurvey of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders in the hope that this

will cover the terms that most churches or faith communities use for their leaders. Similarly, we refer to the Reputibndfdnd Northern Ireland. When we write

abouti KS WgK2tS AdaftlyRQ 2N GKS WAAEIYR & I 6K2ftS32Q 65 lenBoudBoms akiNkviatibnsi 2 02
GKNRdZAK2dziz S&LISOALtte Ay GlotSad ' (ANWBER WOi CAEHSNHAD AN NEIZo Y3 &3 44 S WIE
Other abbreviations include ROI (Republic of Ireland), NI (Northern Ireland), RCC (Roman Catholic Church), COI (Gmachraf PEI (Presbyterian Church in

Ireland). In the actual dzZNJ3S& AGaSt ¥ 6S dzaSR (GKS (GSNya ww2Yly /K2t A0Q IHiykRS WiealSi rkeaFt Abr
0ST2NB W/ I GK2ft A0Q OFly 06S 02yiSyidArzdzad |1 26SOSNE ¢EBgt 66 NaARSRI BISARE BGARRO
OKdzNDOKS& GKFG +Fd dGAYSE dzasS GKS GSNY /FiK2tA0d Ly (&Kchse ardlkelidglydy thatSur indtitdtian, dza S
or ourselves personally, have a preface for either term.

2\We follow the convention of rounding figures to the nearest whole number in the text, and to one decimal point in tables.
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the Republicd6s r eatedhlythe2086 CensusiDaigiuragsenoy this table is simply to pardditienal
context

Table 2: Comparison of Census Data and Responses, Republic of Ireland

Percentage of the Republic of Clergy in Republic of Ireland who
Ireland Population by Religion responded to Survey (percentage
(2006 Census) by denomination)

86.86 5196
3.0% 25.4%

Other Christian + Other Religion Eie) 12.8% Other Christian + 4.4% Othe
0.3% 4.0
06% 3.8%

In Northern Irelan@4% of the responses we received were from Church of Irefatiovebetdpy, Presbyteria8%0)2 Roman
Catholis(16%), Methodists (13%), Other Christians (7%) and Other R&)igadte (Bree beleampares thisNorthern
Il relandds religious de mo g rAgpih this singly pravided contextt ed by t he

Table 3: Comparison of Census Data and Responses, Northern Ireland

Percentage of Northern Ireland Percentage of Clergy in Northern
Population by Religion (2001 Ireland who responded to Survey
Census)

Church of Ireland 15.2% 34.2%6
Presbyterian 20.®6 27.%
Roman Catholic 40.3%0 16.2%6
Methodist 3.5% 13.006
Other Christian 6.1% 6.70
Other Religions 0.3% 1.9%

So our response rates were highest among Methodists (33%), Other Religions (24%) and Church of Ireland (21%) and
Roman Catholics and Other ChristiansT{i&8may be any number of reasons for this, but one is methodetayidadré\s

it was much easier for us to find contact information for clergy from Protestant denominations than for esp€aitiitylic Chu
email addresses. Our main sources of contact information for clergy from all denominationstienaltizettones. These
directories included either postal or email addresses, or both. Our preferred method of contact was ema@hamdhthe Mett
of Ireland and Presbyterian directories had more complete lists of email addrésdesdinactting. Tae Methodist directory,
for example, provided emails for all its pastors. This meant that proportionately more survey requests wefid thhé€atholic
post. By its very nature a postal survey takes longer to completeratwlnetara #in an online survey (writing usually takes
longer than typing, it takes more effort to put a completed survey in the post than to click a submit buttamgetc.). This mq
adversely impacted the return rate for Catholic clergy.

% Source: Central Statistics Office Irelahtp:/beyond2020.cso.ie/Census/TableViewer/tableView.aspx?Reportld=74@#teved on 31 August 2009.

“ Source: CAIMttp://cain.ulst.ac.uk/ni/popul.htm#3 retrieved on 31 August 2009.
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We also khia considered the possibility that the clergy most likely to take our survey are already ecumenically inclined. T
postal requests, after all, came from the Irish Echoaridsd clergy who are hostile or indifferent to ecumenisrafaray th
not have given our survey a second glance. This should be borne in mind when considering the results.

On the other hand, the survey also asked clergy if they considered themselves evangelical Christians. ®he stereotypic:
evangelicalghat they are opposed to ecumenism. In Norther68¥eidedtified themselves as evangelical. Within the
Methodistnd Presbyteridrurchsin Northern Irelan@26 of clergy identified themselves as evangelicals, fOtlogred by
Christians and tbleurch of Ireland 68 and Cathol{@®%0).

In the Republi¢3% of all clergy identified themselves as evangelical. The most evangelical denominatieasithine Republic
Presbyterians witl¥86f clergy identifying with the term, followed bgiMsthiod Other Christians (both Wiy fHe Church
of Ireland (42) andCatholics (36).

The number of sieléntifying evangelicals among clergy in Northern Ireland and the Republic far exceeded our expectatic
instance, most estimates patthange |l i ¢ al p 0 p u IPratestaatsaboud 584 Nearalativielye high nuintrereof a n
evangelical respondents among our clergy may indicate some or all of the following: clergy are more inclidedtifian layp
as evangelicahmgyelical clergy were more likely to respond to our survesvtinagehical clergy, or clergy may interpret the
term 6evangelical d quite | oosely. What we meabasetbon t hi
strictcriteria rather than seééntification, i.e. researchers categorize Christians as evangelicals if they agree to statements
must have a 6born againd experience to be ativet@Cdvangekze i ar
others, or Christds death and resurrection wagytmsafct u:
identify as evangelical should give pause for thought. It could be that clergy ahe pels@des thaviorthe Republic are more
evangelical than has been supposed. In addition, with-gtentdieg satngelical clergy and pastors willing to participate in
survey dealing with 6ecumeni smunenheyydmayg hat ke &s mi

Throughout the survey, most results are presented in the following categories: on the island as a whdigrihéne Republi
Irelan®l and among Catholics, Church of Ireland, Presbyterians, Meth@liststjaheand Other Religions. Most tables

di spl ay per cen tdothgactsal rmmber ot résgondentsiwboeanswebed & particular question. This allows t
to see both the percentage a mhere@darovillnoticatheyfdlowngtems in geaenat, ¢
fewer respondents answered all the questions the closer they got to the end di thpeusargey (this n f aitquitg u e 0
commolin surveysand by the end of the survey the mvertadirs of respondents especially for Presbyterians, Methodists, O
Christians and Other Religions is quite small.

Given these considerations, it is best to say that our survey results are indicative, rather than reprgsesitatilie, of the tho
practices, and so on, of clergy, pastors, ministers and faith leaders in the Republic and Northern Ireland.

/S tFANB aAlOKStf FyYyR WHYSa ¢AffSe ounand WEKS a2 NI f. Sakil yROEFdENSINDieS2): §88 St A O f
602.

®The figures for these three geographical catégmshould be read with caution, bearing in mind the differing response rates among the denominations.

" There could be a case for combining the results of the Presbyterian, Methodist and Other Christian responses (due talllsenalterample sizelh this report,

however, we have left these distinctions intact, believing they would be of interest to the readership. This also follws &Sy G A2y 2F t 2 NI SNRA
gl & RSIFHEAY3I sAGK AAYAL I NI &l YndPiSral Sdcietys BheVajus SAttilOdesd ayid Rraztitks & BhuchesimBrabectikyMinarity K
tFENOAOALI GA2Yy=sQ . StFlady /SyiadNB F2NI/2yGiSYLRNINE /KNAAGAFYAGE Ay LNBflYR
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Opportunities and Challenges for Churches and Faith Communities

Our survey reveals a variety of opportunities and challenges for ahrobesramities. Although our main research areas w
diversity, immigration, reconciliation and ecumenism, we recognize that these are not the only issues fapiagyghurches «
clergy responding to our survey would be more deeply endaged witha s ues. To get a sense
of their wider work, we asked two generagmmeehquestions before moving to our questions about diversity, immigration,
reconciliation and e c ume nareshmgreatest apgottunitiesfer crarshesadd faitld carhnaumiti
Il reland and Northern Ireland in the years ahetm@sdor Thi
churches and faith communities in IrelandlardNort | r el and i n the years ahead??®

In this and other parts of the report in which we discuss the answers to open ended questions, we suppjyatstiondes an
from the surveys. These are meant to provide the reader with acseyedeasipibieses to the questions, rather than to be
representadivilie responses.

So, for the question about opportunities, somedlrespol
wod d used ( Romemitte@Bdt hdbhét beeawnnhghd (Roman Catholic,
bet weend (Church of Ilreland, Belfast City), anaendindon:

of the Troubles, which they saw asggapenivay for deeper engagement with others; or they identified opportunities in imm
coming to Ireland and Northern Ireland, who they felt could invigorate the faith of Irish Christians. Othieidegportunities ir
greater involvement of laypemplevomen (mention of women was often accompanied with the statement that women shc
ordained); the Credit Crunch/recession/collapse of the Celtic Tiger, which was seen as proripiimg theoplaltesand

turn to faith; the collapseadfitional church structures and the chance for new forms of church to be dewetigred; a post
postChristian and secular humanist public milieu that is open to spiritual questions; an innate spiritual hulrglemdithin pe
increased intstén Celtic spirituality; the decline in church attendance creating communities of Cheatigoawvtitbeale

youth with a passion for justice; the opportunity to use modern technologies; the chance for the church to lead the way
green/ecolacal ises; and the chance to bring lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgesapé (in@BHE church.

. Trinity College Dublin




































































































